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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 
Mr. T. H. HuxLey Turner, B.Sc., F.1.0.B., has been 
appointed Chairman of the Cwmbran New Town. 
Mr. Turner is the first builder to receive such an 
appointment. ; 


A MODEL of the re-arrangement of the east end of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral has been prepared by Messrs. S. E. 
Dykes Bower and W. Godfrey Allen. The reredos 
is to be removed, so that ithe full length of the choir 
is again exposed. The American Memorial Chapel is 
situated in the semicircular space behind the high altar. 


FOLLOWING RECENT talks on the subject of Public Archi- 
tecture, broadcast in the B.B.C. Third Programme by 
Messrs. Frederick Gibberd and Percy Johnson 
Marshall, a discussion between them and Mr. R. 
Furneaux Jordan, Principal of the A.A. School of 
Architecture, was broadcast in the same series on 
November 23. A summary of this discussion is given. 727 
A NEW BOOK issued by the L.C.C. entitled “‘ Housing: 
A Survey of the Post-War Housing Work of the 
London County Council, 1945-1949,” is reviewed by 
Mr. E. G. Adams, A.R.I.B.A. 737 
A SUGGESTION that houses themselves should be 
examined to see whether substantial reductions in their 
cost could be effected by perfectly legitimate means 
is made by Sir Thomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., in 
a paper on housing costs. 740 
Mr. RoperT O. Lioyp, O.B.E., has been nominated 
President for 1950 by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 742 
Tue UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH and the Edinburgh and 

East of Scotland College of Agriculture are joint 

sponsors of a £350,000 scheme for the provision of a 


new School of Agriculture in Edinburgh. 747 





BUILDING IN STONE 


A SHORT time ago the R.I.B.A. announced that archi- 

tects had no intention of abandoning the use of stone 
as a building material for many purposes, and hopes were 
widely entertained of increased work for the mason’s craft. 
Since then the Government has announced its policy of 
cuts in capital expenditure, which so far as building is 
concerned appear to be visited upon the unfortunate private 
house builder. How far licences for non-housing work 
will be affected, if at all, has not been made clear, though 
Mr. Morrison has thrown out ominous hints about the 
possibility. of further cuts. The need for a strong, flourish- 
ing building industry as the very foundation of national 
prosperity needs no emphasis, and the Government ‘should 
tealise the manifold dangers of any further reduction in the 
Volume of building from that point of view. But there is 
another danger which is apt to be officially overlooked— 
the danger in certain traditional crafts of a craftsman losing 
his skill by lack of opportunity to exercise it, and, in fact, 
the risk of a fine and valuable craft falling into decline for 


lack of a steady influx of apprentices to sustain it. That 
risk is by no means fanciful in the case of stone-masonry. 
The number of stone-masons and apprentices in. Britain 
is stated to have fallen to roughly half that of 1938. ere: 
were then 16,520 masons over 21, 1,170 apprentices or 
workers in stone, and 3,740 monumental masons. By 
1947 the total had fallen to 10,880, and the number of 
masons under 21 had dropped significantly to 330; while 
a recent official estimate showed that in a total building 
force of 1,081,890 only 9,180 were masons. Evidence of 
the effect of the shortage of masons was recently seen in the 
introduction into this country of over 100 Italian craftsmen 
to help in the building of the Claerwen Dam in South 
Wales; and this while the sons of masons, who are the 
traditional recruits to the craft, are seeking other kinds:o 
employment. 
There is no doubt about the enormous amount of building 
in stone that needs to be done, and could be done, par- 
ticularly in districts where stone is the local building material 
—like Wales, the Peak District, the Lake District, the 
Cotswolds, Cornwall, and other stone-using areas; and. 
that the Government was aware of this was evident from 
the generous subsidy for house-building in stone’ in the new: 
Housing Act, and the offer by the M.o.W. of special facilities - 
in the granting of licences for stone building. There is. 
also a wide and immediate demand for dressed stone for 
general repairs, as well as for repairs to a great number of 
churches throughout the country, these latter often needing’ 
a high degree of craft skill, which is not always available: 
while a number of large and important new projects involv-' 
ing the use of stone are ready to be put in hand, particularly’: 
in our bomb-devastated towns and cities. ; 
There ought to be no doubt about the ability of the 
stone-mason’s craft to provide a secure and well-paid 
livelihood and a career of absorbing interest for mariy’ 
thousands of additional workers, yet recruitment is a long 
way from being up to the long-term requirements. There 
is no lack of training facilities, for almost every town in the, 
country has one or more well-equipped works ready and 
willing to accept apprentices. There is; however, an 
apparent lack of confidence in the future of the craft, 
which can only be dispelled by a generous licensing policy: 
for stone building. We trust that there may be.no un: 
necessary delay by the Government in announcing’ its 
intentions in this matter. i 


BENEVOLENCE 


THE appeal contained in a.letter from the President of 

the R.I.B.A. ought not to go unheeded by any practis-: 
ing architect. Regrettably, all too many such appeals: 
have failed in the past to stir too many architects and as a 
result the funds of the Architects’ Benevolent Society are’ 
below a level at which effective help can be given.to many’ 
architects in difficult circumstances. Not all these archi-: 
tects are old, some are young, and the Society has done 
no more splendid and unobtrusive work than in helping: 
in the treatment of several young architects who contracted: 
tuberculosis in the war. A big factor in the recovery of’ 
the architects so helped has been that assistance has come’ 
not through forms and regulations of government, but’ 
from the good heartedness of their better-placed fellow- 
practitioners. 

If every architect on the register of the R.I.B.A. alone 
contributed £1 annually, the troubles of the A.B.S. and its 
dependants would be over. Will you send your £1—now, 
before you turn the page ? 


E 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


The U.S. Memorial in St. Paul’s. 
Now on view in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 

and illustrated in this issue, is a fine 
model showing the design by Mr. W. 
Godfrey Allen, the Cathedral Surveyor, 
and Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, for the 
remodelling of the east end of the great 
church, which includes the proposed new 
baldachino and the American Memorial 
Chapel behind it. The chapel is to com- 
memorate those Americans of the armed 
forces who either lost their lives and 
were buried in this country, between 
1941 and 1945, or who were killed in 
operations when based upon the British 
Isles. The apse, which is known as Jesus 
Chapel, has been allotted by the Dean 
and Chapter for the memorial, and the 
space is one of dignified seclusion, semi- 
circular on plan and lighted by the three 
great east windows. Here will be placed 
a roll of honour containing 28,000 names 
written by hand on 473 pages, to which 
there will be a prefatory tribute written 
by General Eisenhower. 

It will be recalled that a bomb which 
fell on the Cathedral sanctuary in the 
early days of the war.damaged the great 
reredos. Erected in 1888 from the designs 
of Bodley and Garner, this elaborate fea- 
ture, of white Parian marble enriched 
with variegated stones and with gilt, had 
never seemed quite in harmony with 
the Cathedral, either in design or 
_ materials, and it had been often criticised 
’ not only for these reasons but because it 
blocked out the windows of the apse. The 
replacement of the reredos with a balda- 
chino, as now proposed, will give more 
freedom in the choir space and allow a 
view to be obtained of the entire length 
of the Cathedral. Opportunity will at 
the same time be taken to restore the old 
floor level of the east end, which had 
been raised by Bodley and Garner. 

We feel that this carefully considered 
design is one to be wholly commended, 
for it not only fulfils Wren’s original 
intentions for this part of the Cathedral 
but provides a dignified and fitting mem- 
orial to those Americans who died help- 
ing to defend this island in the Allied 
cause. 


Cwmbran New Town. 


THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has decided to create a new 
town for 35,000 people at Cwmbran in 
Monmouthshire. This decision follows 
a public inquiry held at Newport County 
Hall on October 6. The area of the 
new town will be that proposed in the 
draft designation order without . modifi- 
cation. 

A suggestion that the area of the new 
town should lie to the north-east of the 
proposed site has been rejected. because 
good agricultural land would thereby be 
lost, and because it is thought that the 
proposed site will enable the new town 
to serve industry in the valley between 
Newport and Pontypool. 

The proposal that there should be three 
separate townships in the area at 
Cwmbran, Pontnewydd and Croes-y- 
Ceiliog was also rejected, the Minister 
holding the opinion that an increase of 
population of the size proposed ought 
to be accompanied by the provision of 
proper social and other facilities such as 
a new town will be able to offer. 

Mr. T. H. Huxley. Turner, B.Sc., 
F.1.0.B., of the firm of Messrs. E. Turner 
and Sons, Ltd., of Cardiff, has been 
appointed Chairman of the Development 
Corporation of the new town by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning. 


THE BUILDER 


This is the first appointment of a builder 
as Chairman of one of the new towns, and, 
indeed, the first appointment of a builder 
to the Board of a Development 
Corporation. 

Mr. T. H. Huxley Turner was educated 
at Mill Hill School and in 1914 went to 
Glasgow University to study civil engin- 
eering. He served in France with the 
Gordon Highlanders and was second in 
command of a battalion, reaching the 
rank of major. On demobilisation, he 
entered the University of South Wales 
and Monmouthshire at Cardiff and gradu- 
ated in civil engineering. In 1924 he 
joined the board of Messrs. E. Turner 
and Sons, Ltd., and was appointed 
chairman of the board of directors in 
1936. He was President of the South 
Wales Regional Federation in 1944, and 
again in 1947. 


The Architecture of the Theatre. 


A DISCUSSION meeting has_ been 
arranged between the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and the Society for 
Theatre Research and will take place at 
the R.I.B.A. on December 7 at 6 p.m. 

The subject will be “ Theatre Architec- 
ture, its Tradition and Future,” and the 
speakers will be Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
representing the architectural profession, 
Mr. Alec Clunes, representing the acting 
profession, and Mr. Richard Southern, 
oa Chairman will be Mr. Norman Mar- 
shall. 


Appointment. 

Mr. D. W. DICKENSON, Dip. Arch. 
(Dunelm), A.R.I.B.A., has resigned from 
the position of Principal Assistant Archi- 
tect for Education with the Buildings 
Department of the Kent County Council 
on his appointment as Architect to the 
Education Committee of the North Rid- 
ing of Yorkshire. He will be taking up 
his duties in February, 1950. 


Paintings for a British Embassy. 

AN exhibition of five paintings by Mr. 
John Piper, commissioned for the British 
Embassy in Rio de Janeiro, is now on 
display at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum (Room 7) until December 4. 
These paintings are the first ever to be 
commissioned by the Government for a 
British Embassy. Each of the five panels, 
which are full-length uprights, about 6 ft. 
7 in. by 4 ft. 2 in. in size, represents a 
scene from the Georgian or Regency 
architecture of Brighton, Cheltenham, 





MR. HUXLEY TURNER, B.Sc., appointed 
Chairman of the Cwmbran New Town. (See note.) 
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Bath and Sidmouth. The Embassy build. 
ing has been designed by Mr. Rober 
Prentice, F.R.I.B.A. 

Together with the paintings in Room? 
of the Museum is exhibited the only gq 
of furniture designed by the late Efi 
Ravilious and now owned by the Circy. 
lation Department of the Museum. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. R. H. Butmer has entered into partner. 
ship with Mr. J. Ricardo Pearce. They yj 
practise as Harold Bulmer and J. Ricar 
Pearce, AA.R.I.B.A., 93, Cheyne-walk, Chelseg 
S.W.10 (tel.: Flaxman 4966), and will be please, 
to receive trade catalogues, ete. 

Mr. G. D. Warrorp, F.R.LC.S., and Mr, ¢ 
Stuart Brown, F.R.LC.S., practising as G, p 
Walford and Partners, chartered quantity sy 
veyors, at 20, Castle-sireet, Liverpool, 2, and 
7-9, St. James’s-street, London, S.W.1, hay 
taken into partnership Mr. Peter Witheridg 
Grafton, A.R.I.C.S., who has been a senior 
assistant with the firm since his demobilisation 
The siyle and title of the firm will remain yp. 
changed. 









COMING EVENTS 


Monday, December 5. 

Society OF ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Welding Research jp 
Practice in the U.S.A.,” by Dr. H. G. Taylor 
D.Sc. (Engg.). Geological Society, Burlingto 
House, Piccadilly, W. 5 p.m. 

R.LC.S.—* A History of the Surveyor’s Pr. 
F.R.LOS 


fession,’ by Mr. Anthony Clapham, 
1. 5.30 pm 


12, Great George-street, 
(Admission by ticket only.) 


Wednesday, December 7. 

R.I.B.A.—A_ discussion on ‘“ Theatre Archi- 
tecture, Its Tradition and Future.” R.IBA, 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Roya Society or Arts.—‘‘ 1s Pride in Work- 
manship Declining ?”’ by Mr. Cyril Dee. R.S.A. 
John Adam-street, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

‘L.M.B.A. CentkaL AreA No 1.—Luncheon and 
Derry and Tom's 


83rd Area General Meeting. 
Wa 


Restaurant, Kensingtom High-street, 


12.45 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 

ENGINEERS, ‘East MIDLANDS Brancu.—‘ District 

Heating,” by Mr. E. A. Pearce, M.I.H.V.E. 
The Newarke, Leicester. 6.30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 8. 

R.LC.S. (Juntor ORGANISATION).—‘* Town and 

Country Planning Act, 1947: The Meaning of 


Development and the Necessity for Planning 
Permission.” by Mr. P. L. Carroll, A.R.LCS. 
12. Great George-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

THe ENGINEERS’ GUILD, METROPOLITAN BRANcH.— 
Meeting to discuss ‘‘ Statutory Registration of 
Engineers.”” The Lighting Service Bureau, 2, 
Savoy-hill, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

Friday, December 9. 

RoyvaL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Annual dinner at 
which Field Marshal Sir William Slim will be 
present. Goldsmiths’ Hall, Foster-lane, E.C2 
6.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTS’ ‘REGISTRATION 
Unitep Kincpom.—Meeting of Council. 
land-place, W.1. 2 p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH ScHOOL OF BUILDING AND ART 
AND Crarts.—‘‘ The Classic Point of View as 4 
Basis for Study of the Arts,’’ by Professor A. E 
Richardson, R.A. 
Building. 2 p.m 

Saturday, December 10. ' 

EcciestotocicaL Soctety.—A visit to St. Martin's 
Church, Ludgate Hill, City, and afterwards to 
the temporary church of St. Vedast, Foster- 


CouNnciL OF — THE 
66, Port- 


Hammersmith School of 


lane, .and St. Botolph’s Church, Aldersgate 
2.30 p.m. 
FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 


Saturday, December 1, 1849. 

EXTENSION OF LoNDoN.—Owing pti 
marily to the establishment of omnibuses 
many thousand families of limited income 
have left the City to reside in the suburbs, 
which, if they were suburban villages, 
would be indeed advantageous; but as 
landlords have laid out the ground in 


. small four-, six- or eight-roomed_ tene- 


ments, with but small gardens attached to 
them, this advantage is mostly lost, for 
thereby has London increased in the pre 
sent age more horizontally than vertically 
in proportion to former times. . . better 
had it been if large houses, on a more 
commodious plan than the model St. 
Pancras one, had been erected in the 
suburbs (e.g., Islington), leaving the City- 
road bordered by fields as before. 
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View of model from south-west. 


ST. 


PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 


RE-ARRANGEMENT OF THE EAST END 


JOINT ARCHITECTS : S. E. DYKES BOWER, M.A.Oxon., F.R.LB.A., and W. GODFREY 
ALLEN, F.R.1.B.A., SURVEYOR TO THE FABRIC 


| pursuance of their plans for the internal restora- 
tion of the east end of St. Paul’s, announced last 
year, the Dean and Chapter have caused an elaborate 
model to be made of this part of the Cathedral showing 
the proposed scheme of re-arrangement in the fullest 


possible detail. The model, which is to the scale of 
half-inch to the foot, has: been erected in the north-west 
gallery of the Cathedral and was placed on view from 
Tuesday, November 29, for a fortnight. Although 
the bomb which penetrated the vault of the choir 
above the sanctuary severely. damaged the fabric of 
Wren’s Cathedral, it has indirectly facilitated the 
realisation of one of Wren’s dreams. The- interior 
furnishing of the east end, as he wished it, was never 
completed during his lifetime ; but he left on record 
his desire that the altar should stand under a stately 
baldachino, and the present scheme of re-arrangement 


has been designed to give effect to his intentions. The 
reredos, by Bodley and Garner (reproduced here from 
a contemporary drawing), which for some: 61 years 
has blocked the view of the apse, will be removed, so 
that the full length of the choir is again exposed. In 
its place a lofty baldachino, harmonising in style with 
the woodwork of the choir stalls and organ cases and 
richly carved and gilded, will surmount the new high 
altar which will be raised six steps above a new and 
larger sanctuary. The altar and the bases of the balda- 
chino will be of white marble ; the massive ornaments 
on the altar will be ofsilver-gilt. The level of the choir, 
raised since Wren’s time, will be lowered one step and 
the floor repaved in black and white marble. In the 
semicircular space behind the high altar will be the 
American Memorial Chapel, where the roll of honour 
will repose on.a marble lectern under the east pediment 
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Above: Looking down on the apse from the 

main cornice of ‘the model, showing the 

American Memorial Chapel. Left: Entrance 

to the American Memorial Chapel from the 

Dean’s Aisle, showing High Altar and lower 
part of baldachino. 


of the baldachino. _ The chapel will contain its 
own altar, carrying a gold cross and candle- 
sticks and covered withan embroidered velvet 
altar cloth. It will be enclosed within silver 
altar rails, and flanking it on either. side will 
be oak stalls, designed in Wren’s manner and 
decorated with various American emblems in 
carving and colour. The floor will be of 
marble and will embody the five-pointed star in 
its pattern. Thesix windows of the apse above 
will be filled with stained glass on a scheme 
prepared by the architects, the three in. the 
lower tier being specially associated with the 
American Chapel and containing the insignia 
of the 48 States in the decoration. At 
* each entrance to the chapel the Tijou wrought- 
iron gates, removed for safety during the war. 
will be re-erected in their original position. 
From the inception of the scheme of re- 
arrangement embodied in the model the Dean 
and Chapter have received encouragement and 
advice from both the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission and the Central Council for the Care 
ot Churches, whose suggestions are being 
carefully considered by the architects in 
making the final drawings. |The maker of the 
truly remarkable model is Mr. John B. Thorpe,. 
who received assistance from Mr. Reginald A. 
Kirby and the Cathedral staff, and the photo- 
graphs are by Messrs. Westwood and Johnson. 
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PUBLIC ARCHITECTURE 


Broadcast Debate on the Third Programme 


HE B.B.C. Third Programme has recently been the medium for talks on the 
subject of Public Architecture by Mr. Frederick Gibberd, F.R.1.B.A., who 
argued its dangers, and by Mr. Percy Johnson Marshall, A.RA.B.A., of the Town 
Planning Division of the L.C.C. Architects’ Department, who outlined its possi- 


bilities. 


Below is the summarised script of a broadcast on November 23, when 


Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan, F.R.1.B.A., Principal of the A.A. School of Architecture, 
outlined the problems which emerged from the two talks and conducted a dis- 
cussion between Mr. Gibberd and Mr. Marshall. 


ORDAN: One of the outstanding 

problems of our time, not only in 
architecture but in many other spheres, 
is how to reconcile the individuality of 
the creative artist with the complex society 
in which we live, and for which he has 
to work. For the architect, as for the 
doctor inside the universal health service, 
the problem also has its own particular 
form. True, there has so far been no 
threat to nationalise the architect. The 
final and logical conclusion, when all 
architects have all become salaried offi- 
cials, would, of course, be nationalisa- 
tion. We are a very, very long way from 
that, but nevertheless, there are old- 
fashioned architects, and some not so 
old-fashioned, who think, perhaps not 
very rationally, that it means the end of 
architecture as a fine art; what it 
probably does mean is the end of archi- 
tecture as they have known it. 

On the other hand, there are young 
men in official posts who feel that they’re 
really serving the community; in at least 
a few progressive local authorities, these 
young men are having a say, quite a big 
say, in the design of new schools, health 
centres, technical colleges and so on. The 
community is benefiting by their enthu- 
siasm. Twenty years ago, they might 
have been scratching around for their first 
client, but to-day they’re back-room boys 
on big projects. Of course, it is not all 
like that. There are some very fine de- 
signers who cannot face the impersonal 
aspects, whether real or imagined, of a 
big public office. And for them there can 
be little comfort in the steady drift to- 
wards officialised buildings. Also some 
may think, when they look around, that 
the majority of official architects have 
too often been the drearier and less in- 
spired members of the profession. It is 
only recently that livelier, more inven- 
tive, more creative men have been enter- 
ing the public service. 

This controversy—official architect 
versus private architect—is not a discus- 
sion which would have much significance 
if it were a matter of architects’ 
preferences. But if, as many think, the 
issue is one of good or bad architecture, 
then it immediately becomes of public 
importance, for it is in buildings that we 
must all live and work, and against a 
background of building that urban life 
has its being. Now the most ardent 
champion of the private architect would 
not claim that all private architects are 
good architects. Still less that successful 
architects are necessarily good architects. 
In architecture, more than in most jobs, 
success and real quality are often 
divorced. In our disintegrated and com- 
mercial society, this is perhaps inevitable, 
and the benighted R.A.s who drew their 
big fees on the sham Georgian banks of 
the 30’s were, by any civilised standard, a 
Mere nuisance. On the other side of the 
controversy, Percy Marshall may point 
to, say, the great school-building pro- 
gramme of an enlightened authority such 
as the Hertfordshire County Council, 
Where a  factory-made, Meccano-like 
system of structure has b@en worked out. 
Standardisation has then been achieved 
not of schools but of parts of schools, 


thus solving an economic problem, not 
on the basis of a school, but on the basis 
of a whole county of schools. The 
results are varied, efficient, colourful and 
charming. Marshall can claim that this 
problem could only have been solved in 
this particular way by a centralised offi- 
cial architect, but he will not be able to 
claim that Hertfordshire’s standard is a 
national standard. He may have to admit 
that although a few other county archi- 
tects are also finding solutions to their 
problems, the backward and the un- 





Frederick Gibberd, 
F.R.LB.A. 


enlightened are still a majority. It would 
be interesting to know why. 

Gibberd claimed in his previous broad- 
cast that in an official office the sensitive 
and creative designer never has _ proper 
contact with his client, and that he may 
have to carry out designs of which he dis- 
approves, or have to design more build- 
ings than h+ can, as a good designer, find 
time for. He suggested the breaking down 
of the big office, and the farming out of 
official work to small private offices. Is 
such a system economic, can it give an 
economic solution to the problem . of 
building say, 30 health centres, or 30 
schools, as opposed to one or two? Again, 
who is this client that one must meet, and 
understand so intimately; is this client 
really the council or the committee, or 
in the case of say, a hospital and a school, 
is it not rather the patient and the child 
that one must study? If so, where does 
private architect score off official archi- 
tect? 

Marshall, on the other hand, claimed in 
his previous broadcast that architecture 
to-day could only be of great public ser- 
vice inside the organisation of a central 
or local government. He too, should be 
positive and tell us whether he thinks the 
individual contact between the client and 
the designer is essential, and if so, whether 
or not it can be preserved inside the 
government office. He has referred to 
the value of the team, and/or the statis- 
tician, research worker and so on; the 
team no doubt is admirable. But can the 
artist be fitted into it? And when the 
artist is a member of this essential team, 
can he still remain an individual? 

Most of us, I think, are agreed. that 
there is something we dislike, something 
we slightly suspect, in the large organisa- 
tion, the big office. Marshall has said 
that he thinks. the solution lies in the for- 
mation of semi-independent groups or 





R. Furneaux 
Joroan, b.K.LB.A. 
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teams working inside that office. But you, 
Gibberd, may have a different solution. 
GIBBERD: Well, I’m with Marshall, if 
he’s contracting his big office, but not 
if he wants to expand it. If you do divide 
it up into small teams, you are, in fact, 
making a series of small offices inside a 
big office, simply turning the official archi- 
tectural department into a series of pri- 
vate practices, with the great disadvantage 
that at the top of the whole thing you’ve 
still got all your administrators. So why 
on earth not use the private practices 
which you've already got here? ; 
MARSHALL: I completely disagree that 
the decentralisation of the large office as 
teams is anything like the same thing as 
a series of disintegrated private offices. 
My main point was based on the fact 
that we’re faced with new problems 
when building a large number of new 
kinds of buildings very quickly — new 
schools, new hospitals, large amounts of 
new houses_ The technical problem has 
been changed by the industrialisation of 
the building industry. Therefore you 
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need the complete team to work together 
to solve the problem -posed by indus- 
trialisation and by.- applying ~ that 
industrialisation to these vast. new. social 
problems of buildings. 

GIBBERD: ‘But the private practitioner 
can be a member.of the team, and is in 
fact a member of the team, because at 


the moment a good.many.local authori- 


ties have the intelligence: to. break down 
the size .of. their .problems., by . putting 
them out to private. practitioners and 
getting them together round the board 
room, and saying “ Now look. here, here 
is the problem; now. you'll meet to the 
direction of.our chief ‘arcnitect, and you 
will carry out this programme,” and some 


very excellent'results are being produced. 
JoRDAN: In your earlier “broadcast, 
Marshall, you made _ the point ‘ that 


whether or not_this bureaucratic system 
was desirable, in any case it existed in 
as many. private offices ‘as official’ ones. 

MaRSHALL::., Yes, 1. think. that. the, big 
private office is.a great. menace. to good 
architecture. | I..think -that it’s: based on 
a commercial conception of architecture 
as a business, and, we have. suffered: very 
greatly from that trend. I think the new 
big public office can offer ‘us the right 
alterhative. . Circumstances to-day 
demand a’ large co-ordinated office. in 
which to’. carry out big programmes 
extending. over’ several yeats.~ For 
instance, one public office could be a 
research team, specially. concentrated on 
problems~ of design technique, and 
another look into structural technique, 
and these problems can all be tackled 
best by people working together in a 
public authority. 

GrsBERD: You said; in your talk, that 
conditions similar to. those obtaining -in 
public offices existed in’ as many~ large 
private practices. Now, I+ think that’s 
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qu:te untrue, because I’m quite certain 
that the average private practice is a 
small unit. It is a small unit because 
it’s been built up on personal contact 
and personal reputation, which take a 
very long time indeed to develop. And 
furthermore, if the private practitioner 
begins to find that he’s got more than 
he can design—and designing is his job 
and his interest—he refuses work, which 
no official architect can do. 

MARSHALL: That conception of private 
offices is an out-of-date one. It was 
becoming very much more difficult, even 
before the last war, for the young man 
to set up in private practice, simply 
because his clients were changing, 
because the development of the large 
monopolistic private office was already 
on the way. With regard to the second 
point—that a private architect can turn 
down work if he doesn’t want it—I think 
that that may be a theory, but in practice 
very few private architects dare turn 
down work for economic reasons. And 
in any case the public architect can resign 
if it comes to such a critical position. 

GIBBERD: This last week I’ve been try- 
ing, on behalf of a local authority, to 
find four architects for them. They want 
to put out some work. I approached 
six people before I could get one who 
would be willing to design the job, and 
in each. case they’ve said: “No, we’re 
a bit too busy at the moment, we don’t 
think we'll have. time to design.” That’s 
their job and they realise it. 

MARSHALL: Well, the public office, too, 
can refuse work equally well, and in 
fact the public offices do give out work 
if they’re too busy to do it, or else they 
can set up a special team to carry out 
this new work. In fact, our central 
problem to-day is how to create the right 
organisation in the public office so that if 
a great deal more of work comes in, one 
can have autonomous teams created to 
deal with that work. . 

GIBBERD: Yes, but the autonomous 
teams don’t exist, do they? And what 
in fact happens is that, as the case of 
the authority’s. pyramid is increased, the 
designer at the top who should be design- 
ing is separated from design, and you'll 
find that the department turns out things 
like type plans, and people right low 
down are doing the designing, and it 
goes through a whole string of admini- 
strators before it gets to the client—and, 
of course, ‘architecture: suffers. 

MARSHALL :. Because of the way in 
which local ‘authorities had grown up, 
changes were necessary. But those 
changes have now taken place. The 
offices are now developing and changing, 
and new possibilities are appearing in 
public offices. We are getting results, 
and if only more and more good young 
architects join public service, and have 
the initiative which I trust they have, then 
they'll create the conditions in public 
service in which we can work. 

JorDAN : That I think brings us to, per- 
haps, a more fundamental matter, per- 
haps the crux of the controversy. You, 
Marshall, in your original broadcast, gave 
a great deal of emphasis to the fact that 
you considered architecture to be pri- 
marily a social service, and‘ with it you 
coupled civic design, the designing of 
street furniture and so on. Now Gib- 
berd, I think, would say that architecture 
was a social service in one sense but that 
primarily it was an art. 

GIBBERD : Marshall talked about visual 
design in his broadcast, about the archi- 
tect as a town modeller and about archi- 
tecture as a social service, but most of 
these things are really civic design. Civic 
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design is a continuation of architecture 
and it’s within a very much wider dimen- 
sion where you do need the team; but 
with the individual building, you must 
have the individual designing it. 

MARSHALL : What I did say, of course, 
was that architecture must be integrated; 
that is necessitated by the way the de- 
sign is managed, on the lamp-posts and 
everything else in the whole picture. All 
these things have to be considered as 
creative designs. They’re just as import- 
ant, and one of the troubles from which 
we have suffered has been this attitude 
of private architects of just building iso- 
lated buildings and expressing their own 
ideas without reference to any buildings 
‘alongside. 

GIBBERD: You're quite right; we had 
no really effective Town Planning Act 
until 1947; now we’ve got it, and I will- 
ingly admit that every local authority 
must have its chief architect or its chief 
planning officer (they’re usually one and 
the same person) to advise on these 
general broad visual problems. But that 
is not the same thing as designing an indi- 
vidual building. It gives the framework 
within which to design, but it’s a great 
mistake to confuse the two. 

JORDAN: On this business of architec- 
ture being a social service, Marshall, in 
his broadcast, went rather further and 
said that architecture has to meet the 
physical needs of the whole people, and 
not merely those of a privileged minority. 
Now, I take it from that that. you, Mar- 
shall, think that perhaps the private archi- 
tect is meeting the needs of a privileged 
minority and the Official architect alone 
meeting the physical needs of the people. 
Would you, Gibberd, like to comment 
on that? 

GIBBERD : I’d love to. I can’t for the 
life of me. see what the privileged few or 
the masses have got to do with design- 
ing a_ building. It’s simply design, 
whether it’s an engine-shed or a house 
for a millionaire. Nash’s terraces in 
Regent’s. Park aren't any less architecture 
because they were designed for a wealthy 
aristocracy, and to say that architecture 
ought to be designed for the masses is 
very dangerous indeed, because it means 
designing down to the very lowest com- 
mon standard of taste. That’s the policy 
in Russia, where it's all official architec- 
ture, and Russia has produced probably 
the most reactionary architecture in this 
century. All this talk about designing 
for the masses is a sort of smoke screen 
leading to a dictatorship, a mass design. 
What we need to do is to accept that 
architecture is an art, and_that the more 
freedom we give the individual architect, 
the finer will be the architecture. 

Marsh. ALL’: I completely disagree with 
the whole of that last statement; the 
architect is working to-day more and more 
through committees and local authorities 
for the people. The people need the 
schools; the people need houses and hos- 


’ pitals and health centres and all the other 


community buildings. They live in them, 
they work in them. They should enjoy 
and appreciate them, and it’s up to the 
architect to design buildings which the 
people are going to enjoy and appreciate. 
It’s one of the essential facts that archi- 
tecture should be a joy not to the archi- 
tects only, but to everybody else. 
GIBBERD : J think that’s absolutely mar- 
vellous. Now we architects are going 
to design the buildings which the people 
like? Well, we might just as well take 
up speculative building, because if you 
really want to design houses that people 
like, you'll put up detached Tudor houses 
each on a quarter acre of land, and there 
will be a slight difference between every 
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house. The speculative builder’s done 
that, and it’s not architecture. 


MARSHALL : Well, of course, that’s the 
easy way out. But building is also edy- 
cation—I think that the two go hand-in- 
hand together. The architect has a mar- 
vellous opportunity in a public depari- 
ment of explaining to people what his 
job entails, of the whole problems jp. 
volved in creating architecture. This to 
my mind is one of the jobs he must do, 
and [ think great art has always beep 
great popular art. 

JORDAN: Marshall, you went further 
than that in your charge against the pri- 
vate architect; you said that he was in- 
spired. primarily by the profit motive. 
whereas you considered that the officia| 
architect felt that he was providing a 
social service. 

MARSHALL: Yes, indeed. I think that 
the private archiiect, poor chap—and 
there are many who are idealists-—has to 
make a successful living, and theréfore 
has to go out looking for jobs all the time, 
and these jobs may lead him into what | 
would consider very anti-social conclu- 
sions. Between the wars there was a 
great deal of what I would consider anti- 
social building. Now, the public archi- 
tect is not worried by this trouble of 
going out looking for jobs all the time: 
he has his programme there, he has the 
programme planed, we hope, by the 
local authorities, and his job is to get 
down and really concentrate on the archi- 
tecture. 

GIBBERD: I was very tickled, Marshall, 
by your suggestion that the private prac- 
tice is dominated by this profit motive, 
while the official architect’s motive is, 
of course, purely socal service. Here 
am I, a sort of sinister capitalist, grind- 
ing the faces of my staff, and you, Mar- 
shall, burning with desire to do a social 
service, not a thought of your salary or 
your increments or your pension. What 
absolute nonsense! 

Our concern is the design of buildings, 
not how we get paid for them. And 
mark you, I’m a much freer agent than 
you, because I’ve got several clients, not 
one, and the freer the artist, the more 
chance of creative design. 

JORDAN: Now I take it, Marshall, that 
you, with your strong views about the 
private architect, may think that it’s not 
desirable for a young architect to start 
in private practice. But do you, in any 
case, think that it is the growth of offi- 
cial architecture which is preventing him? 

MARSHALL: I think there are several 
reasons which are preventing him. For 
one thing, his clients have changed: 
there is no longer the large number of 
middle-class clients who are ready to 
give the young architect a private house 
to do. There’s been the growth of the 
monopoly of large private firms, of which 
I spoke before. There also was the 
speculative builder, who built a large 
quantity of the buildings which, in fact, 
perhaps, should have been designed by 
architects. But I think there are tremen- 
dous meng cana when we get all the 
public offices organised in a good decent- 
like way, for the young architect. 

JoRDAN: Well, obviously, Gibberd 
would think that the more young archi- 
tects who start in practice the better, but 
unfortunately, our time’s up, and to 
round off this discussion, I only want to 
say this: that in any fine society, in any 
great civilisation, history has shown us 
again and again that the need for the 
architect is a fundamental one. We cal 
all agree about that, and what we have 
been discussing is not whether the archi- 
tect should pfay a lesser réle than the 
great réle he’s played in the past. but 
simply how he should do it. 
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* | KHARTOUM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (Temporary Buildings) 
al L. J. COLLMAN AND S. T. C. REEKS, AA.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 
é (PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, SUDAN GOVERNMENT) 


se N this somewhat brief description of 
he the temporary buildings for the 
ch Khartoum Legislative Assembly the 
he term ‘‘ temporary buildings ” is signifi- 
ge cant. The explanation is _ twofold. 
ct, First, that the whole conception of the 
by Legislative Assembly is in the nature of 
n- a political experiment, so that only time 
he and experience can show the type of 
Mt buildings most suitable for its purpose. 
Second, that in the short time available 
rd and under present economic and _build- 
iI ing conditions, it was impossible to 
ul put up buildings of the monumental 
to character normally associated with such 
lo a purpose. In the event, the Assembly 
ly has made a very good start and the 
buildings have so far proved very 
successful, but it is still ** on the cards ” 
that in years to come the Assembly 
may want something bigger and better 
and there may then be the time, money 
it and materials to build it. 

The Public Works Department re- Some of the delegates at the inaugural ceremony. 
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south elevation. Bottom : 
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The north front of the north block. The photograph shows the official opening by the Governor-General. 
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The south front of the north block. 











The Legislative Chamber. 


ceived only short notice of the need for 
these buildings and they were in fact 
designed and built in an over-all period 
of less than six months. 

The site, a very suitable one near the 
centre of Khartoum City, previously 
formed the southern half of a public 
garden. The northern half still retains 
this function and provides a mature and 
attractively laid-out open space fronting 
the new buildings. 

The buildings consist of main north 
and south blocks with an open space 
between laid out as a garden for the use 
of the members and staff of the 
Assembly. The north block contains 
in its high central feature the main 
debating chamber and its approaches, 
and offices for the chief executive staff, 
the lower side wings containing other 
offices, committee and members’ read- 
ing rooms, etc. The south block, of 
which only the centre part has so far 


been built, provides accommodation 
for light refreshments, and future 
offices for under-secretaries, etc. The 


chamber is 53 ft. long between the 
galleries, 34 ft. wide and 23 ft. from 
centre of floor to ceiling. The arrange- 
ment of members’ seats and for the 
Speaker is on House of Commons 
lines ; there are 96 members’ seats, 
with room for a few extra if required in 


the future and space for about 45 
visitors in each gallery. Being well 


protected from the direct rays of the 
sun, the two rows of windows along the 
side walls of the chamber admit only 
a well diffused light ; the lower row 
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is normally kept closed to exclude 
extraneous sounds and the upper one 
open to provide a continuous cross 
draught and change of air. The acous- 
tic conditions have proved extremely 
satisfactory in practice. 

The constructional work was carried 
out by direct labour and the fabrication 
of all steelwork, timber, etc., executed 





Below : The scene at the inaugural ceremony. 


in the P.W.D.’s workshops. The total 
cost, including all furniture in the main 
chamber and galleries, was £18,500. 
The walling is built in locally made 
red bricks laid in cement mortar; floors 
are locally made P.C. tiles, ceilings are 
of Celotex in the Chamber but locally 
made straw matting elsewhere; roofs 
are of Marseilles tiles. 


949 








Necen 





Mecember 2 1949 THE BUILDER 


& 
sa 





Oblique view of balconies giving an idea of their size and showing detail of finish to windows. 


FLATS at FORTY AVENUE, for WEMBLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 


ROBERT ATKINSON, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 
D. B. SHEPHERDSON, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., CHIEF ASSISTANT FOR THE PROJECT 
Cc. W. STEEDMAN, A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.L., BOROUGH ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR 
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South-west elevation of typical block overlooking Forty-avenue. 
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Foreshortened view of south-west elevation to typical block. 


HE new block of flats in Forty-avenue, Wembley, de- 
signed for the Wembley Borough Council by Messrs. 
Robert Atkinson, F.R.I.B.A., was recently officially 
opened by the Mayor and Mayoress of Wembley. The 
scheme consists of five blocks, each of twelve flats. 
They are approached from a service road, thus avoiding 
any entrance from. the busy main road along the front 
of the site. Four of the blocks are similar, having 
two bedrooms each, and in the fifth the flats, which are 
slightly larger, have a third bedroom. 

Construction is load-bearing brick walls with hollow- 
tile reinforced concrete floors and reinforced concrete 
staircases. The roof is timber framed, covered with 
Bridgewater double roman tiles which tone in with the 
buff-coloured Leicester wire-cut facings. 

Gutters and fascias are painted broken white, and 
metal frames and sashes are coloured cerulean blue. 
Stair balustrades and entrance doors are painted to 
match, and vary for each main entrance to the blocks. 
The hot-water supply throughout the completed block 
is provided by Ewart M.210 multi-point geysers. 

The chief assistant for the project was Mr. D. B. 
Shepherdson, B.Arch. (Sydney), A.R.I.B.A., and the 
scheme was prepared in conjunction with the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. C. W. Steedman, A.M. Inst. 


C.E., A.M.T.P.I. The general contractors were Messrs. 
William Old, Ltd., of Harrow, Middlesex, who also 
carried out the hot-water fitting and plumbing. Sub- 
contractors and suppliers engaged were :- 

Precast concrete, Broadmeads Products, Ltd., Maid- 
stone; steel windows and doors, John Williams and 
Son, Ltd., Cardiff; hollow-tile floors, the Helical Bar 
and Engineering Co., Ltd., Westminster, S.W.1; 
roof tiling, Erith and Co., Ltd., Eastcote, Middlesex: 
doors, Joinery and Builders’ Supplies, Ltd., Uxbridge, 
Middlesex; electrical, C. H. Pearce and Co., Brondes- 
bury, N.W.6; kitchen cabinets, Rippers, Ltd., Halstead, 
Essex; flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., N.W.9; 
fireplaces, Broad and Co., Ltd., Paddington. W.2; 
sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and Sons, Hammersmith, 
W.6: balustrades, gates and pram divisions, Kingsmill 
Metal Co., Ltd., Strand-on-the-Green, W.4 ; fire 
extinguishers, National Fire Protection Co., Leather- 
head: dust and fuelbins,O’ Brien, Thomas and Co., Ltd.. 
E.C.4; ironmongery, G. and §S. Allgoods, Covent 
Garden, W.C.2; water heaters, Ewart and Son, Ltd.. 
W.1: garden works, F. Webb, Ltd., Hayes, Middlesex ; 
fire grates, North Thames Gas Board, Willesden, 
N.W.10; and facing bricks, R. Y. Ames, Strand, 
London, W.C.2. 
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: Second-floor plan of Blocks A, B, C, and D. 


Below 


Second-floor plan of Block E. 
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L.C.C. HOUSING 


Survey of Post-war Work 
Reviewed by E. G. ADAMS, A.R.L.B.A. 


he pemaeer this year the London County 
Council stood up to a heavy fire of 
criticism on account of the alleged lack 
of inspiration and sympathy with contem- 
porary needs to be found in its post-war 
housing schemes. This criticism was 
broadcast and published in the Press, and 
as a result aroused the interest of many 
laymen as well as the building profes- 
sions. It would seem that the Council 
had this wider public in mind when pro- 
ducing its new “Housing: A survey of 
the post-war housing work of the Lon- 
don County Council 1945-1949,” although 
the book contains much that will be of 
interest principally to the technician. The 
book is well-produced with many photo- 
graphs, plans and details and a text by 
Mr. Walter Segal which avoids contro- 
versy and states the plain facts of the 
housing programme and how the Council 
has set about its realisation. 

In the foreword Mr. Hayward, the 
Leader of the Council, reminds us that the 
Council has built 120,000 homes over the 
last 60 years, and. he stresses the human 
background of building and the need for 
mobility of outlook to meet changing 
times. Mr. Gibson, Chairman of the 
Housing Committee, in the preface states 
that this book has arisen out of a series 
of articles in Building and continues 
the handbooks issued up to 1939. In 
so doing the new book has to deal with 
a picture intricate and composite, since 
it covers the transition from pre-war to 
post-war standards. 

The book provides us with an impres- 
sive array of figures: 200,000 new 
homes are required, but the immediate 
target is 100,000. Up to the end of June, 
1949, 32,500 houses were made available, 
16,700 being permanent, 7,865 being tem- 
porary bungalows and 7,934 reinstated 
war-damaged houses. Twelve thousand 
permanent houses are under con- 
struction, and there are 3,300 for 
which tenders have been accepted 
and work is about to start. The 
Council now owns 118,400 houses and 
the completion of the immediate pro- 
gramme will practically double this num- 
ber. The extent of the progress cannot 
be denied, and the smooth running of 
the administrative machinery that pro- 
duces and maintains these houses is 
remarkable, but the buildings that have 
resulted from this activity are by no 
means the objects of equal admiration 
from all quarters. 


Enlightened Traditionalism. 


The Introduction comments on the re- 
putation for an enlightened traditionalism 
which the Council won for itself in the 
past and considers that its latest work 
makes a discriminating use of modern 
ideas which will ensure lasting good 
looks, From the work illustrated, the 
housing architects seem in many in- 
stances to have fallen between two stools, 
since, although they have abandoned their 
Georgian tradition, which they practised 
with tolerable skill but without the refine- 
ment of the best practitioners of tradi- 
tionalism, they have not succeeded in 
evolving anything half as positive to take 
its place, apart from the almost insuper- 
able difficulty they set themselves in re- 
taining balcony access. 

. The work of the Council can be split 
into two fields, the first, their cottage 
estates which are outside the County of 
London boundaries and, second, their flat- 
ted estates which ate in-county. The 
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former are dealt with by Mr. Segal in 
some detail. There are 12 new out- 
county estates in the process of erection. 
These estates, which were illustrated at 
the Council exhibition last May, are 
planned on a neighbourhood unit basis 
and are fully provided with community 
buildings. The layouts seek to preserve 
existing natural features of value, such as 
woods, trees, streams and paths, and exist- 
ing mansions are brought into the 
schemes. To meet criticism of building 
in the Green Belt it is stated that the 
Greater London Plan agreed to 125,000 
persons being accommodated in the Belt, 
and that the Council’s estates take up 
only one per cent. of the Green Belt Area. 

‘Lhese cottage estates partly consist of 


prefabricated dwellings which it was 
necessary to use in the early stages. The 
prefabricated types include the Hill, 


Airey, Wates, “ No-fines ” concrete, Orlit, 
Cranwell, Scottswood, Cornish Units and 
Stent houses, and these have been 
arranged in groups to offer variety. The 
chief prefabricated house to be employed 
on the estates is the B.I.S.F. type, and, 
with this house in particular, different 
colour schemes have been tried out. With 
the traditional brick houses every effort 
has been made to obtain variety in 
colour, texture and grouping to avoid 
the monotony of many pre-war estates. 
Eleven-inch cavity walls and tiled roots 
are a feature of construction common to 
all the traditional houses. 


Higher Income Houses. 

A_ new aspect of Council housing is 
furnished by the houses intended to 
attract higher income groups. These are 
larger detached or semi-detached houses 
planned with two living rooms, four bed- 
rooms and a garage. Lhey are an experi- 
ment by which the Council planners hope 
to achieve a balanced and varied social 
Structure on the new estates. It might 
be asked why this type of dwelling should 
not be built by private architects to the 
individual requirements of the people 
who ¢an afford to occupy them, suitable 
sites being allocated in the layout plans. 
The larger Council houses shown here 
are planned more generously, but could 
not pass themselves off as anything 
except official architecture. 

Five of the cottage estates are 
described in detail and illustrated by 
coloured layout plans. They nearly all 
occupy sites of quite considerable land- 
scape quality and, as for example at 
Oxhey, the existing woodlands are being 
preserved. This estate is crossed by the 
proposed Harrow - Watford by-pass, and 
an outlying part of the development is 
linked to the main bulk by reads and 
footpaths under the by-pass. At Debden 
the contours and existing roads and a 
tree-lined stream have all been taken 
into consideration in preparing the plan. 
On this estate Loughton Hall, a Victorian 
mansion, and 14 acres of ground have 
been retained as a community centre to 
be run by the Essex County Council. 
At Harold Hill, in Essex, 756 acres are 
to be developed in the form of two 
neighbourhood units each with a popu- 
lation of 10,000 people, and provision 
will be made for shops, schools, libraries, 
churches, public houses and other com- 
munal buildings. The shops are carefully 
planned in relation to the dwellings, and 
sas designed with maisonettes over 
or the use of the shopkeepers. In this 
scheme an industrial area is included with 
access from trunk road A.12 in order to 
overcome any tendency for the estate to 
develop into a dormitory suburb. 
Whether in fact these estates will pro- 
vide balanced and varied opportunities 
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for local employment for their occupants 
has yet to be proved. Although planned 
on neighbourhood principles, they are 
not large enough to ccnstitute self- 
contained towns, like the new towns, and 
yet are not really extensions to exisung 
towns even where they are loosely linked 
to them. They do not seem to comply 
with any planning principle, but only 
with short-term housing expediency. 


High Density Layouts. 

The out-county estates account for 
80 per cent. of the total acreage of 7,250 
acres acquired or approved by the Coun-° 
cil. However, the flatted dwellings 
amount to 44,000 compared with a total 
of 41,000 cottages because of their 
higher densities. The sites for flatted 
dwellings vary from 5 acres to more than 
60. In all of them the Council have 
endeavoured to apply neighbourhood 
planning and also to achieve variety by 
mixing different kinds of housing. Lay- 
outs mostly follow the row and L-shape 
patterns rather than the tight squares 
of earlier schemes. The extensive Wood- 
berry Down Estate at Stoke Newington, 
which covers 64 acres, is planned with 
a series of parallel rows of flats with 
gardens between and access from a road 
serving two blocks, that is, the plan is 
reversed in every other block. Densities 
vary from 25 to 52 dwellings per acre. 
These high densities necessitate the most 
economical planning since communal 
buildings and children’s playgrounds 
must be accommodated on the housing 
sites. 

In 1945 the Council began by follow- 
ing 1939 plans, but they increased their 
standards and drew up improved type 
plans in the same year to comply with 
the Housing Manual. The insprovements 
led to better kitchen fittings and cup- 
boards; hot water.from slow-combustion 
stoves or open fires with back boilers 
supplemented by electric immersion 
heaters or gas heaters; gas or electric 
fires in best bedrooms; and lifts and coal- 
hoists in four-storey blocks and over. 
It remains to be seen whether in the face 
of the Ministry of Health’s disapproval 
of balcony access, expressed in the new 
Housing Manual, the Council will con- 
tinue with this economic but otherwise 
unjustifiable means of access. There is 
a proposed plan in this Council book for 
balcony access to maisonettes which, by 
excluding the approach balcony from the 
bedroom storey, overcomes one of the 
major disadvantages. 


Woodberry Down. 

A number of flatted estates are illus- 
trated, including some by private firms 
of architects. The Council farms out 
work to a panel of 50 private architects. 
The flats on the Gascoyne Estate, 
Hackney, were begun by the Council 
before the war and are better than much 
they have done since. The Kingshold 
Estate (Weston House) is cleanly de- 
signed and this new block is one of the 
first examples embodying the revised 
standards. By contrast the scheme for 
Woodberry Down, with towering eight- 
storey blocks, is formidable. The water- 
colour frontispiece illustrating this de- 
velopment discovers an__ unhappy 
confusion of expression. This scherne 
includes eight- and five-storey flat blocks 
as well as two-storey cottages and 
cottage-flats for old people. The land- - 
scaping proposals include the formation 
of a promenade along the New River. 
This development has a central hot water 
and heating system, and drying-rooms in 
each block with gas-dryin cupboards. 

A further section of the book deals 
with construction and materials. Pre- 
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fabrication was readily used to meet post- 
war difficulties. However, traditional 
construction is considered by the Council 
architects to have inherent advantages 
and is now being used in the shape of 
load-bearing external and spine walls for 


the five-storey blocks which are pre- 
dominant in the flatted estates pro- 
From their experience over 


gramme. 
many years the Council architects have 
built up a collection of standard details 
(an example is given of a private balcony) 
which will stand up to heavy wear. Some 
new methods of construction are touched 
upon, such as the “ Perfora” reinforced 
hollow-tile floor.* The Council staff 
have made ingenious use of ex-A.R.P. 
material for joist sections and fencing, 
whilst a supply of aggregate for floors. 
mortar and factory-made partition blocks 


*This system was illustrated and deseribed 


in our issue for October 29, 1948.—Eb. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
A Christmas Appeal 


To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


Qik am appealing through you, at 
2 Christmas time, on behalf of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society, which for 
nearly a hundred years has helped mem- 
‘bers of the architectural profession and 
their families when in need. Illness, 
accident, sudden bereavement and other 
special difficulties will sometimes bring a 
family to the verge of disaster, but the 
Society can help if it has funds. 

Our annual Christmas Half-Crown 
Appeal has been the means of greatly 
extending the work of the Society. Last 
year we sent out 16,500 appeals, and 
in reply received 1,135 donations; will 
you help us to do much better this year? 
Please send me at least one half-crown, 
or as many half-crowns as you can, as 
a Christmas gift to the Society for the 
benefit of those who are urgently in need. 
We, and those who appeal to us, will 
be truly grateful to you for whatever 
you are able to send. 

MicHAEL WATERHOUSE. 

President, Architects’ 

Benevolent Society. 
Portland-place, W.1. 
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Management and Costing of Labour 
as Aids to Incentive Schemes 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


SIR,—Mr. G. J. Macmillan, in his let- 
ter in your last issue, expresses his 
fears on my comments upon your report 
of Mr. Russon’s recent address on Incen- 
tives (The Builder, October 28). I would 
assure him that there is no cause for 
alarm, and perhaps you would permit me 
to clarify the point that I was endeavour- 
ing to make in my letter (The Builder, 
November 11). My apparently mislead- 
ing reference to “technical training in 
the matter of labour costing and control ” 
was specifically intended to refer to the 
need, among other training needs, for the 
provision of training in the technique of 
managing and administering labour cost- 
ing in so far as it affects the building 
industry. 

I should mention that I do not share 
Mr. Macmillan’s views upon the order 
of priorities to which he refers. Surely 
a clear and comprehensive understanding 
of labour costing is an indispensable pre- 
requisite to any form of estimating or to 
the introduction of any payment-by- 
results scheme which could be considered 
as being strictly within the terms of settle- 
ment of October, 1947. Be that as it 
may, and call “costing” what you will, 
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has been obtained by crushing up de- 
molished shelter material. 

Under the heading of services and 
equipment, refuse disposal, heating and 
plumbing are discussed and the Council’s 
practice illustrated by photographs and 
diagrams, which will be of great interest 
to all housing authorities. A final chap- 
ter is devoted to the organisation of the 
housing programme under the Director 
of Housing and Valuer, which explains 
how building progress, the adequate 
supply of materials, labour relations, con- 
tract procedure, housing management, 
repair and maintenance and other related 
matters are handled efficiently and 
smoothly as part of the work of this 
department. 

The new housing handbook is lucidly 
written and generously illustrated, and is 
a confident declaration by the Council 
of what they have done and their belief 
in its value. 


I was primarily concerned to stress the 
paramount need for managerial training 
in the building industry. It was, there- 
fore, agreeable to note that my plea for 
this form of training was echoed in your 
very excellent leader on Incentives (The 
Builder, November 18) by your reference 
to the contribution that employers must 
make to improve their knowledge of 
management and cost control if a long- 
term solution to our present production 
problems is to be found. It perhaps may 
not be inappropriate to suggest to our 
architectural friends that they also might 
give careful consideration to instituting 
some form of study into business admin- 
istration and industrial management so 
that they too can help in increasing the 
overall efficiency of our industry. 

It cannot have escaped the notice of 
your readers that the Fourth Report of 
tne Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, just published, devotes consider- 
able space to the problem of Training 
for Supervisory Posts, refers to the 
“Training within Industry” programm: 
(a form of training unfortunately not yet 
wholeheartedly supported by the building 
industry) and makes specific recommenda- 
tions to the industry upon both these vita! 
and urgent matters. 

I was indeed encouraged to note Mr. 
Macmillan’s reference to the form of 
training fostered by the British Institute 
of Management, for I have been con- 
vinced for some time past that the build- 
trades employers and educational 


ing 

authorities have a joint responsibility in 
developing, as a matter of urgency, 
recognised short courses in modern 


administration and management methods, 
possibly based upon the recommendations 
contained in the Urwick Report upon 
“Education for Management” but for- 
mulated so as to suit the peculiarities and 
perplexities of the building industry. 

I believe that there are a number of 
empiric management and_ supervisory 
courses and discussion groups proceed- 
ing in various technical schools through- 
out the country and I feel sure that, pro- 
vided the selection of students attending 
has been carefully undertaken, valuable 
results will be obtained. I contend that 
it is only by a system of trial and error 
conducted by enthusiastic pioneers regu- 
larly comparing results and exchanging 
experiences that a satisfactory policy for 
administrative and managerial education 
will be evolved to suit this most complex 
of all industries with the enormous labour 
force that it employs, the wide diversity 
of work undertaken and the amazing 
variety, both in size and ability, of firms 
engaged. 

D. E. WoopBinE ParRISH. 
11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 
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Grading as an Incentive 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

IR,—Judging by what one reads, the 
bonus-on-output basis for incentive 
is not an unqualified success. It seems 
that those for whom it was devised do 
not appreciate it, whilst those called 
upon to operate it are not too happy 
either. 


Mr. E. L. Jones, Secretary of the 
London’ Regional Council of _ the 
N.F.B.T.O., who has always impressed 
as a sincere and logical official, js 


recently reported (The Builder, Novem- 
ber 11) as saying that “from the opera- 
tives’ viewpoint the scheme was, on the 
whole, a failure.” Then, a careful. read- 
ing.of a report of a debate by building 
trades employers of varying degree and 
scope (The Builder, November 18) 
reveals a considerable division of opinion, 
On the one hand, those taking a lead 
in the scheme’s inception defend it 
vigorously; on the other the disappointea 
and sceptical express doubts and offer 
counter-suggestions. It is my belief that 
the psychological approach has been 
slightly off the beam. 

As I see it, the operative, like anybody 
else, cannot help being an_ individual, 
His chief concern (let it be admitted) is 
to get some satisfaction out of his life 
for his own benefit and that of his 
dependants. Money is naturally a prime 
consideration, now intensified by an ever- 
decreasing power to procure satisfaction 
in creature comforts. But he also 
recognises the value of other considera- 
tions, most of which are fast disappear- 
ing under the influence of massed 
levelling aimed at procuring equality, a 
purely theoretical and positively un- 
natural state in humans. 

In London, according to the working 
rule, every journeyman carpenter is 
valued at 2/114d. per hour whether good, 
bad or indifferent. This, say the opera- 
tives, is the minimum; this, say the 
employers, is the maximum. Hence, the 
best carpenter gets the minimum rate 
whilst the worst carpenter gets the maxi- 
mum. And nobody is satisfied that this 
is fair. None know better than the 
tradesmen on the job that they differ in 
knowledge, experience and skill, and I 
am morally certain that they would 
prefer the fact to be openly recognised 
Furthermore, it is a human character: 
istic to desire approbation, and in a 
tradesman or craftsman that which is 
sometimes referred to as “ pride in his 
work ” is really pride in himself and his 
ability as reflected in his work. 

Grading of skill seems, therefore, to 
be the key to solution, for it would at 
once itake care of rates of pay and 
provide a spur to improvement of ability 
and status. 

As concerns tne employer, what are 
the qualities on which he bases his valua- 
tion of the service he recruits? I venture 
to place them in this order: (1) craft 
skill, (2) willingness to co-operate. (3) 
trustworthiness, (4) personality. I have 
known cases where any of (2), (3) and 
(4) have exceeded craft skill and yet w 
advantage, for there is much to be said 
for the willing, good-humoured trie.. 
Above all, to be a “guvnor’s man” is 
a quality to be valued in cash, for this 
is the type that inspires confidence and 
sets the employer’s mind at rest. 

Is grading practicable? Well, it was 
in the Services. Further, it was. generally 
accepted as fair and workable, though 
doubtless an inconsiderable minority «at 
times found cause for grievance. There 
existed a constant urge to be re-graded 
for benefit of extra pay and prestige. 
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Tradesmen in building and civil engineer- 
ing units of the R.A.F. (and presumably 
m the Royal Engineers) were classified 
jn three grades. Foremen (i.e., N.C.O.s) 
were selected for leadership and usually 
had a working knowledge of two or more 
ades for benefit of co-ordination. 
Whilst civil experience guided policy 
generally as affecting foremen and trades- 
men, the latter (and labourers and mates, 
490) were graded by means of simple 
4ride tests supplemented by competent 

rts, and these tests were open to 

on request at reasonable intervals, 
#hus encouraging improvement in skill 


will not stay to outline possible 
ods aimed at grading. However 
gomplex and laborious, if the will exists 
it can be accomplished. Since so much 
fouble and expense has been applied to 
ing our great industry to its knees 
ing the past four years, it should be 
comparatively simple to devise a means 
4p rpStore to the operative a sense of 
nal pride and just reward and to 
provide the employer with a good heart 
for the future. S. J. Hunt. 
| Wickham-road, 
uitley, Croydon. 


Imentives: The Sharing of Time 
Saved 

To THE Epitor or The Builder. 
5% One of the features of the 

stheme of payments by results recom- 
mended by the N.F.B.T.E. Committee is 
the 50/50 sharing of the time saved. The 
recommendation is not supported by the 
Comshiftee’s reasons. 

| havé previously written to you setting 
out the considerations arising when set- 
ting targets for varying methods of dis- 
tributian ef the bonus time, and have 
tried to make it clear that whatever the 
sharing, there must be, common to all 
methods, a basic time (reasonable output 
of average craftsman) and a_ standard 
time; the standard time being: basic plus 
20 per cent. 

In a scheme providing for payment 
of all the time saved to the operative 
the target time is the same as the stand- 
ard time. In a scheme providing for 
50/50 sharing the target time is: basic 
plus 40.per cent. 

In the absence of other good regsons 


| 
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one is inclined to assume that the Com- 
mittee adopted the 50/50 sharing because 
the building trade operative is thought 
to be, on average, below par in output 
ability and therefore in need of some 
stimulus to improve on a target of basic 
plus 40 per cent. This would be a per- 
tectly good reason for the recommenda- 
tion. But is it true to rate the operative 
so low? One hears commonly of cases 
where the bonus earned has been equal 
to 25 per cent. over the wage rate. To 
do this the operative must surely have 
achieved a time or a rate of output better 
than the basic. Here it must be remem- 
bered that any scheme sponsored by the 
Committee yields only 20 per cent. over 
the wage rate for basic output. 

Now, if the rate of working better than 
basic is to be the rule (and one assumes 
that this is the objective) the scheme 
should be designed to encourage output at 
high levels. The 50/50 sharing is, in 
fact, designed to encourage output better 
than the poorest, but it has in it those 
features which discourage any further 
improvement after basic has _ been 
achieved. 

There has been much talk about the 
discouraging effect of P.A.Y.E. but the 
tax collector takes at most 36 per cent. 
of additional earnings. The P.B.R. Com- 
mittee scheme takes 50 per cent. of all 
earnings after the operative has im- 
proved on a rate which I call basic and 
which no one so far has satisfactorily 
defined. 

The team which visited U.S.A. had a 
lot to say about the earning ability of 
the American operative; their remarks 
apply with equal force to the paying 
ability of the American employer. I 
hope the Committee will think again and 
improve on the schemes by recommend- 
ing target setting to permit the payment 
to the operative of 100 per cent. of the 
time saved. If they think otherwise, 
perhaps they will do as all examination 
students have, to do for the examiner, i.e., 
“state reasons, and if possible illustrate 
the answer with a diagram.” 

I shall set a good example:— 

Basic time (fair and reasonable output) 
100 hours; Standard time. Basic plus 
20 per cent. 120 hours; Target time on 
50/50 sharing 140 hours; Target time on 
straight 100 per cent. distribution 120 
hours. 


SOLID LINE [NDICATES EARNINGS ON STRAIGHT 1007 DISTRIBUTION 


DOTTED LINE INDICATES BASIC TIME (Foir and reasonable output) 
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HOURS WORKED ON A GIVEN TASK 
See Mr. Macmillan’s letter on “ Incentives.” 
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The hatched portion above standard 
time level on the diagram reproduced 
represents the “ extra”’ bonus payable on 
50/50 sharing to operatives not achiev- 
ing basic. 

The hatched portion below standard 
line represents the measure of bonus with- 
held on 50/50 sharing from operatives 
working at rates better than basic, 

G. J. MACMILLAN. 

Crawley, Sussex. 


Incentives: An Operative’s View 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


Q!R,—Mr. Woodbine Parish might be 

interested in my views on building 
incentives. Even if one is anxious to 
obtain value for money it is folly to be 
enthusiastic for an unsound policy. I 
first went to work for Mr. Parish’s firm 
when my son was born; | enjoyed every 
moment I have spent in the building 
trade, but then I have always been ready 
to do a fair day’s work, and I know my 
son would be ready to do the same. But 
to bring in, as examples, other industries 
where men on routine work have had to 
be given some incentive in order to get 
the maximum out of costly machinery, 
is of no use. The present incentive 
schemes are being used by builders only 
to rob each other of men. R. SHARP. 

Wallington. 


House Building : The Facts 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


~IR,—I have noted with interest your 
4 remarks in your issue of November 
25, relative to my message to those visit- 
ing the Building Exhibition. I have no 
regrets and only wish I eould have 
sounded a more hopeful note. 

The facts, as set out in my message, 
are unassailable and surely it is time that 
those who represent the employers in this 
great industry faced the facts, and put 
them before their members, rather than 
lie dormant and merely ply their mem- 
bers with platitudes. 

Housing, in its entirety, is to-day 
vested in one man, with an ever-increas- 
ing burden on the National Exchequer 
and local rates, when the call is for rigid 
economy. What has, or is, being done 
by the organisation claiming to represent 
the great house-building section of our 
industry? I suggest—Nothing! It is 
surely time the public at large were 
acquainted with the facts of our present 
economic position. H. R. SELLeY. 

President, Federation 
of Master Builders. 

26, Great Ormond-street, W.C.1. 


OBITUARY 
Stanley Griffith, F.R.I.C.S. 


We regret to record the death en 
November 18 of Mr. Frank Stanley 
Griffith, F.R.LC.S., F.1.A.S., senior part- 
ner of the firm of Stanley Griffith and 
Partners. Mr. Griffith was trained in 
Mr. Rickman’s office prior to the first 
World War in which he served in the 
Artists’ Rifles, later being commissioned 
in the Machine Gun Corps. In 1919 he 
entered into partnership with Mr. Victor 
Martin, this partnership being dissolved 
in 1927 when Mr. Griffith commenced 
his own practice at 36, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, being joined later by Mr. Robert 
Caira and Mr. W. B. Hepburn. During 
the recent war Mr. Griffith acted as 
quantity surveyor to many contracts of 
considerable magnitude for the War 
Office, Air Ministry and the Ministries 
of Aircraft Production, Supply and 
Works. 
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HOUSING COSTS 
Paper by Sir Thomas Bennett 


HE view that there was no indication 
that the alternative semi-permanent 
or temporary building materials in this 
country had any substantial financial or 
other advantage over permanent construc- 
tion, was expressed by Sir THOMAS 
BENNETT, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., when he 
spoke on housing costs at the conference 
of the National Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Council, held at Brighton from 
November 24 to 27. We reproduce his 
paper in full. Sir Thomas said: 

The cost of housing the lower-paid 
workers throughout the country has been 
a matter of major difficulty for many 
years. In modern times some industries 
which have paid low wages have had 
those wages augmented by assistance in 
kind; one of the most frequent items 
being the provision of a house. A large 
number of agricultural workers are 
housed in cottages erected by land-owners, 
for which until quite recently they have 
paid rents of Is. or 2s. 6d. per week. 
Similarly, in the coal-mining areas many 
of the houses have been built by the mine 
owners and have been let at rents which 
are not economic. 

This general background, therefore, has 
tended to build up in the country a con- 
ception of rents which frequently bears 
little relation to the cost of the building. 

In London and the large towns the 
absence of a housing tradition of this 
character has made rents more nearly 
applicable to the cost of building. 

A steady depreciation in the value of 
money over many years has clearly 
affected extensively a major capital in- 
vestment like housing. Rents of old 
houses constantly display disparity with 
new, and this in turn has tended towards 
the occupation of contemporary houses 
by people whose income provides a 
margin for the purchase of what might 
be treated as a semi-luxury. The rent, 
therefore, of older properties has steadily 
fallen, partly because their general design 
and condition are less attractive, but 
partly because they were built in a period 
when costs were lower. 

From 1914 onwards the cost of building 
rose steeply, and side by side with this 
increase the social outlook of the nation 
demanded a better house. Coupled with 
these conditions there has been a scarcity 
of houses, and this in turn led to the in- 
troduction of the Rent Restriction Act. 

This Act, by artificially suppressing the 
value of properties in the open market 
and fixing the rents which could be 
charged, has resulted in a serious lag in 
value below the equivalent cost of new 
buildings, and thus the real cost of build- 
ing has been obscured. 

The result to-day is that wages are out 
of step with building costs, needing there- 
fore larger and larger subsidies to fill the 
gap between cost and the rents which the 
occupants can afford to pay. 

This increase in cost has been common 
to most countries in the world, and in 
most countries has resulted in a demand 
for subsidies. There have, moreover, 
been indications in many countries that 
the worker is prepared to pay only a 
smaller and smaller proportion of his 
wages in rent. 

Since this country must exist largely 
on international trade, as it is quite un- 
able to feed itself on its own land, the 
cost at which goods can be sold to 
foreign countries is dependent upon the 
wages paid to the worker, and this in turn 
is partly dependent on the cost of build- 
ing. 

If we attempt to house our workers or 
to live at a standard of living which is 
substantially above tkat of anv other 
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country, then quite clearly we must fail 
to sell our goods abroad, or alternatively, 
we must produce so great an increase in 
efficiency that we can justify this in- 
creased cost of living. I think it is essen- 
tial as we proceed with the discussion to 
carry clearly in our minds these in- 
escapable facts. 

Calculation of Cost. 

The cost of houses is made up of a 
number of items, of which the following 
is a list: (1) Cost of land; (2) Cost of 
development; (3) Cost of the house; (4) 
Fees, etc., connected with the house; 
(5) Rate of interest on the money; 
(6) Maintenance, depreciation, manage- 
ment and other charges. The interest on 
capital, plus maintenance and manage- 
ment, produces the rent. 

The cost of developing land varies con- 
siderably in different areas, according to 
gradient, accessibility of major services 
and drainage. Recent calculations seem 
to show that an average cost of develop- 
ment per acre of land not possessing ex- 
ceptional difficulties is of the order of 
£2,200. This includes the land itself, the 
provision of roads and footpaths, sewers, 
surface water drains, and a small per- 
centage for outside services, fees, etc. 

The cost of houses in permanent con- 
struction to-day, i.e., brick-built houses 
with slated or tiled roofs, steel or wooden 
windows and a normal finish and equip- 
ment appears to vary between 28s. and 
31s. per sq. ft. of covered space, including 
sheds or any outbuildings which may be 
attached. The majority of three-bedroom 
houses recently built have a total area of 
1,100 to 1,200 sq. ft. 

If we assuine that the site is developed 
for £2,000 an acre, and houses are built 10 
to the acre, the land costs will be £200 
per house, and the house with 1,120 sq. ft. 
at 31s. per ft. will cost approximately 
£1,735, making a total of £1,935 per 
house; all fees and expenses included. 
These are very serious costs indeed, and 
therefore the first investigation that is 
needed is to see what alternative means 
there may be of building houses at a 
cheaper rate, and what alternative 
methods there may be of reducing other 
costs. 

To deal first with the land. Land de- 
velopment is liable to rise above £2,000 
an acre if the costs are honestly reported, 
as a result of open planning, heavy 
gradients, costly land in central areas, 
etc. Modern thought adds its contribu- 
tion in the form of children’s playgrounds, 
village greens, tree-planting and land- 
scaping. Traffic demands tend to make 
reads wider rather than narrower, and 
maintenance indicates a necessity for 
providing permanent and therefore ex- 
pensive surfaces. In layout, increasing 
use has been made of the cul-de-sac as a 
means of economy, so that widths of 
13 ft. can be used in such cases; and in 
the less-frequented roads a 16-ft. carriage- 
way is frequently ample. 

Economy in Switzerland. 

It is interesting to note here that in 
Switzerland, where the people have tradi- 
tionally walked substantial distances to 
their houses, the best town planning prac- 
tice sti!l provides for good footpath access. 
By this means, the average length of road 
frontage per dwelling among some ex- 
cellent schemes may be as little as 9-ft. 
In addition, a large proportion of the 
garden and open space around the build- 
ings is without fences, and many of the 
difficulties of access through buildings 
and/or back access can be avoided or 
minimised. The house owner, the dust- 
man, tradesman and those needing to 
approach the house are satisfied to carry 
their goods or push them in small carts, 
and only occasionally is the house ap- 
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proached with larger vans. In a modified 
form much the same practice is followed 
in the Scandinavian countries. 

Very expensive attempts have been 
made to find alternative construction for 
houses which is both cheaper and quicker 
than traditional construction, but so far 
the success achieved in this direction has 
not been as encouraging as many enthv- 
siasts had hoped. It must be remembered 
that in the period between 1919-39 very 
large estates were laid out with alterna- 
tive houses constructed of concrete blocks, 
either wet or dry, asbestos, steel, timber, 
or other materials, but by 1939 practically 
the whole of these alternative types of 
houses had disappeared, with the ‘excep. 
tion of concrete houses in districts where 
bricks were not plentiful. 

The extensive re-examination of this 
problem as a background to the produc- 
tion of the post-war temporary house was 
even greater, and probably more sciep- 
tific. At first it appeared to promise houses 
of a very cheap order which were suff- 
ciently good to last for many years. It 
is, of course, not practical finance to think 
in. terms of substantial capital expected 
to have a life of ten years or any similar 
period. There is no indication in England 
that she can afford capital expenditure 
which is designed to last less than 100 
years or some such period. 

Post-war research covered afresh the 
use of timber, based on the Swedish tim- 
ber house, plaster or siding board; some 
of the alternatives used in the U.S.A. and 
elsewhere; and use of asbestos, wood wool, 
steel and aluminium. The final result of 
all these extensive and expensive experi- 
ments showed that the reduction in cost 
was small, and we now know that the 
average prefabricated house, with an area 
of 690 sq. ft., costs between £1,000 and 
£1,500, without counting loss of interest, 
road works and other services; and that 
the all-in cost of some aluminium houses 
is £1;700 or more. The figures give a re- 
duction in cost of temporary over 
permanent houses of £150-£200 at most, 
with very much greater maintenance 
charge and a shorter life. There would 
seem at this moment, therefore, no indica- 
tion that the alternative ‘semi-permanent 
or temporary materials in this country 
have any substantial financial or other 
advantage over permanent construction. 

Thg basis upon which houses are built 
in this country is the fact that brick earth 
is distributed throughout the British Isles, 
with the exception of some parts of Corn- 
wall, Wales, Cumberland and Scotland. 
Bricks have traditionally been developed 
over a very wide area, accompanied in 
most areas by the necessary resident 
craftsmen. 

In these conditions it is extremely diffi- 
cult to justify the central manufacture of 
houses or substantial parts of houses, the 
cost of their transport and storage, and 
of dispatching specialists for their erec- 
tion. These conditions are totally different 
from those of a number of other coun- 
tries. Sweden, which is a timber-growing 
country, has developed a tradition of tim- 
ber prefabricated houses. Many of the 
houses are in districts which are widely 
separated and not always possessing local 
craftsmen, but timber is an extremely 
cheap indigenous material and it Is 4 
material which pays handsome dividends 
if processed centrally. 

In America large parts of the country 
have no craftsmen and no bricks, an 
therefore, it again lends itself to central 
manufacture and widespread distribution. 


External Building. 

The English climate is probably more 
severe upon house structures than that of 
most other countries, because constant 
variation in the temperature and humidity 
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uses materials to be subjected, often in 
hours, to excessive heat, frost and rain. 
These conditions are much more severe 
jan either continual rain or frost, and the 
material must be sufficiently stable to 
grvive these attacks. The result is that 
once 2 building is good enough to resist 
the climate it has automatically become 
, permanent building, showing little sav- 
ing on temporary buildings of a substan- 
ial order, and practically no saving upon 
3 so-called semi-permanent_ building. 

Jt may be accepted, therefore, that the 

world has so far not discovered a suitable 
alternative type of structure for Britain to 
take the place of the traditional English 
prick, tiled and slated house, or the use 
of concrete blocks in areas where bricks 
are not available. 
Assuming that capable architects are 
employed, the average house to-day is 
well and compactly planned, elevations 
ae carefully thought out and designed 
economically, and construction is care- 
fully specified without waste. In principle, 
therefore, the cost of the house 1s reflect- 
ing the cost of current building. How- 
ever carefully small savings may be exam- 
ined, they still do not materially affect 
house costs; for example, in a recent hous- 
ing scheme a number of items were priced 
to see What savings they would effect. 
The following were examples :— 


Saving. 

£ s.'e 
(i) Rustic fletton facings in 
lieu of facings originally 

specified ees > Jo & O 
(ii) Substitution of coloured 
cement finish to ground 
floors generally in lieu 

of pitch mastic ta, ee 
(iii) Omit bath panels and 

bearers 2 P's 


(iv) Stain internal woodwork 
excepting bathroom, in 


lieu of paint ... PAG. 2 
(v) Omit whitewash intern- 

ally to outbuildings 2 7 2 
(vi) Asbestos cement gutters 
and downpipes in lieu 

of cast iron ... 3 &10 © 

Saving per house ... £64 0 2 


The maximum that could be saved per 
three-bedroom house was found to be ap- 
proximately £100, and it will be noted 
that several of the items reduce the stan- 
dard to a point which many would con- 
sider below that which represents good 





maintenance and construction. Therefore 
the total savings of this character, while 
in many cases they will, and indeed 
must, be made, will not materially affect 
the final rent. Drastic reductions of the 
standard of construction, which in many 
cases are acceptable in America, would 
not be acceptable here. 

In Sweden houses of a very high stan- 
dard are built at least equa! to our own, 
but in general the number of people liv- 
ing in these houses is considerably greater. 
It is not at all unusual for a_ loca! 
authority responsible for a housing 
scheme to consider that a_ bed-sitting- 


a 

















Hous” f>r 6 persons, 828 ft. sup. 
Housing in Zurich. 
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room flat or house is suitable for occupa- 
tion by a man, woman and child; and 
a Gothenburg authority told me at one 
time that in a complete housing scheme 
built under his jurisdiction, with a living- 
room and bedroom, he found on inspec- 
tion a few months later that every bed- 
room without exception had been let to 
a lodger. 

We are not prepared at present in this 
country to accept as a matter of principle 
this density of dwelling, so this method 
of reducing the cost is hardly open to us. 

The Dudley report gives the size of the 
two-bedroom unit as a minimum of 750 
sq. ft., including outbuildings, and a three- 
bedroom unit as a minimum 900 sq. ft., 
including outbuildings. It has been the 
practice since the last war for local 
authorities and others throughout the 
country to build houses of considerably 
greater areas than this figure would indi- 
cate, and in general, therefore, the costs 
are based on the greater floor area. 

The question arises whether (a) the 
resultant rent can be paid by the average 
tenant; (b) whether any increased subsidy 
is possible; (c) whether any of the alterna- 
tives which have been indicated as com- 
mon practice in other countries can be 
adopted here. 

In this connection it must be borne in 
mind that we have to compete in world 
markets, and these depend on cost inside 
the country concerned. These costs are 
effected just as much by rent paid, by sub- 
sidy granted, or any other method by 
which cost is incurred. 

A typical house in Switzerland consists 
of living-room, kitchen, bathroom, and 
two bedrooms, and contains 828 ft. sup. 
This is similar in Sweden. 

In the United States a typical housing 
scheme would contain:— 


(a) Two-bedroom house... 662 sq. ft. 
(b) Three-bedroom house... 792 ,, 
(c) Four-bedroom house... 912 ,, 


Plans of the Swiss and American houses 
are attached, and it will be seen that in 
the American examples a great deal of 
economy is obtained by the omission of 
the hall, which is almost universal, and by 
adjustment of the other rooms arising 
from different means of access. In these 
houses there are no sheds. 

Taking a proper accounting record of 
the cost of developing houses and land, 
with architects’, surveyors’ and _ estate 
agents’ fees, management and all other 
incidentals, the rent of the house on the 
present cost would appear somewhat as 
follows :— 


Type 1116 F.S. 
Three- 
Area, including outbuildings. bedroom. 
£ 
Site (10 to the acre)... 220 
House (at actual cost per 
FS. $3 sei ssa BSGZ 28s.) 
Fees and developers’ over- 
heads... nie As 70 
Interest during construc- 
tion 724 
Total cost 1,879 
£ 
Loan charges 60 years’ 
annuity, three per cent. 68 
Hcuse maintenance and 
repair _ 1] 
Management - 4 
Estate maintenance 1 
Total outgoings ' &4 
Deduct subsidies 22 
Net rent per annum _... 62 
Weekly rent (exclusive) 23s. 10d. 
Rates (about), per week 7s. 
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The total area in each case includes out- 
buildings. The building price per F.S. 
also includes outbuildings. 

The building prices per F.S. include the 
cost of imported labour and current 
materials price increases, imported labour 
increasing the cost by seven to nine per 
cent. 

On this basis it will be seen that the 
rent to be charged to the tenant will be 
23s. 10d., and with an estimated charge 
for rates of 7s. per week would make 
30s. 10d. per week the economic rent. 

It is possible that in favourable cir- 
cumstances of site development a reduc- 
tion of some of the items of cost in the 
house could be made, and, in fact, making 
every possible economy these houses 
could be let to tenants at a rent of 
21s. 6d. per week instead of the 23s. 10d. 
shown. To this, however, would still be 
added the 7s. rates, and we still arrive 
at a rent which is approximately 30s. per 
week. 


Adjusted Rents. é 

Local and other authorities throughout 
the country, faced with this very serious 
situation, have been able to make a num- 
ber of contributions of various sorts to 
reduce rents, some of which may be re- 
garded as sound accounting, and some as 
undisclosed subsidies. 

In the class of item which may be 
sound adjustment, local authorities with 
large numbers of pre-war houses are able 
to raise the rent and use these increased 
rents to reduce the rents of new houses; 
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and pre-war acquisition of sites and de- 
velopment at pre-war costs produce a 
corresponding allowance on the post-war 
rents. 

Other adjustments, less sound, include: 
(1) Allowances which can be charged to 
other votes (roads in certain housing 
schemes can be charged to the road votes). 
(2) Open spaces can be charged to the 
Parks vote. (3) Items which are matters 
of judgment and experience, but which 
are not always strictly charged to the 
housing account (i.e., cost of admini- 
stration, adequate allowance for manage- 
ment, adequate provision for repairs and 
maintenance). (4) Allowances not gene- 
rally realised by the public for sites in 
the centre of the towns, where expenses 
are high and subsidies often substantial. 
(5) Additional charges on the rates, not 
always disclosed until they are actually 
incurred. (6) Power on the part of local 
authorities to let houses at local rents as 
distinct from economic rents, and which 
again become a charge on the rates. 

It is obvious that in all these ways the 
actual rents charged begin to depart sub- 
stantiaNy from an economic calculation, 
and in effect become a subsidy more or 
less hidden, but nevertheless a general 
charge on the population for the parti- 
cular benefit of those who live in the new 
houses. 

So long as the housing programme. was 
relatively small this did not become a 
very serious burden, but now that the 
total amount of houscs in relation to the 
population is becoming substantial it is 
quite clear that more and more people 
themselves living in an economic but old 
dwelling are contributing towards the 
cost of living of a more fortunate person 
who may be living in a new dwelling. 

Sooner or later it will be essential that 
the cost of housing shall stand on its feet 
in a proper and economic manner and will 
have to be related to the rents the tenants 
can afford to pay and the subsidy whicn 
the country can afford to produce, always 
bearing in mind that this in turn must 
be related to the international standard. 


Conclusions. 

The problem of economic housing of a 
large proportion of the English people is 
one of very great seriousness. It does 
not appear to be possible to raise wages; 
it is also clear that the lower-paid workers 
cannot afford more than £1 a week gross 
in rent, and equally obvious that the 
country cannot afford additional subsidies. 

We must, therefore, examine the house 
itself to see whether it is capable of sub- 
stantial reductions in cost by perfectly 
legitimate means. 

Here are some methods by which this 
can be done: (1) The reduction of site 
development charges by the use of roads 
which are as narrow as is proper in accor- 
dance with current ideas on transport. 
(2) Site layout planned with full know- 
ledge of cost and with real economy. 
(3) Density of houses per acre must be 
in the neighbourhood of ten or twelve, 
and in urban areas generally to build at 
high density with open spaces. (4) House 
sizes must be reconsidered; attention 
directed to such dimensions as 750 sq. ft. 
including all sheds and outbuildings, and 
900 sq. ft., also including the latter. 
(5) Sheds to be omitted, and some pro- 
vision made by which they can be added 
at the request of the tenant where they 
prove essential. 

Good housing consists of a sound 
balance between physical needs and 
economics, viewed in the light of social 
opinion. If any of these principles are 
disregarded, re-housing on the scale the 
country needs will become impossible. 
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“ECONOMISE ON ALL 
BUILDING MATERIALS” 
Mr. Longley’s Advice 


R. NORMAN LONGLEY, M.1.0.B., 

President of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, speaking 
at the annual dinner of the National 
Federation of Roofing Contractors at 
Grosvenor House, London, on November 
23, made an urgent plea to builders to 
economise in every possible way in the 
use of materials—both home-produced 
and imported. 

“The nation’s export industries,” he 
said, “are engaged in a life and death 
struggle to sell more goods in the dollar 
markets in order to pay for the food we 
eat and the raw materials our industries 
need to keep the wheels turning and our 
people in employment. We in the ‘build- 
ing industry must, therefore, economise 
to the full in the use of materials—both 
home-produced and imported. We must 
also economise in the use of our exist- 
ing labour force. We must not cry for 
longer hours and more men but see that 
the fullest use is made of the time the 
men are actually on the job. In these 
times of wage freeze and full employment 
the only way to do this is by linking wages 
with output and by seeing that an ex- 
tended use is made of bonusing systems 
on the job. 


A Delicately Adjusted Mechanism. 

“ Whilst we understand that the econo- 
mic plight of the country demands that 
cuts in the capital investment programme 
must be made, we must point out to the 
Government that the building industry is 
a delicately adjusted mechanism bring- 
ing together hundreds of different 
materials and widely varying crafts and 
skills. The present cuts, with their atmo- 
sphere of uncertainty and their threat to 
the continuity of work, will seriously 
impair the efficiency of the industry. 

“It should be pointed out to the pub- 
lic, too,” added Mr. Longley. “that cuts 
in the capital investment programme— 
fewer houses and less machinery—mean a 
less prosperous future. Capital invest- 
ment now is the finest form of national 
saving.” 

Housing programme cuts were also 
mentioned by Mr. P. C. Forp, president 
of the National Federation of Roofing 
Contractors, who accused the Govern- 
ment of having made an error. It was 
perfectly clear, he said, fhat we could 
not have all the things we desired, or 
even those things which we had been 
promised. Certain fundamental needs, 
however, were essential, one of which, he 
considered, was a proper home. 

Having expressed the opinion that the 
social services were incapable of further 
development because of their failure 
financially, Mr. Ford, who acted as chair- 
man at the dinner, went on to say that 
so far as educational facilities were con- 
cerned, there was no object in providing 
them if they were not supported by a pro- 
per home background. At present this 
home influence was, to a great extent, 
lacking. The health of the nation, too, 
he added, was suffering because people 
were living in bad conditions. How 
could a man be expected to do a good 
day’s work at the factory when he had to 
go home to one room, asked Mr. Ford. 

Now was the time. he declared. not 
to cut the housing programme. but to 
increase it. Such a decision. he believed, 
would inspire confidence and faith. 

Mr. Ford had been responding to the 
toast of “The National Federation of 
Roofing Contractors,” and he was fol- 
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lowed by Mr. E. HILLSON, vice-president 
of that Federation, who, in proposing q 
toast to “ The Building Industry,” saig 
that the industry was suffering maladie 


‘ which had been thrust upon it in the 


form of restrictions, controls, frustration 
and austerity. These could be overcome 
by the application of suitable prescrip. 
tions (not at a shilling a time); but, meap. 
while, the building industry was big 
enough to “take it.” He added: We 
are willing to help when the powers-that. 
be see fit to invite us to do so. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Federation held on the day following the 
dinner, Mr. Hillson was elected president 
in succession to Mr. Ford. 


A.B.S. 
Greater Support Needed 


Me H. GREVILLE MONTGOMERY. 

Hon. A.R.I.B.A., made a_ special 
journey to the Building Exhibition on 
Monday to attend the luncheon of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society, held in 
the Conference Room at Olympia, and 
was warmly greeted by many of his old 
friends. Mr. HuGH R. G. MONTGomeRy, 
M.C., presided at the luncheon. 

In the course of a short address, Mr. 
MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., President 
of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, said that the Montgomery family 
had been generous supporters of the 
Benevolent Society, and he did not need 
to remind those present of the many 
ways in which they had given their assist- 
ance. The Tombola organised in the 
present Exhibition was but one instance, 
and he did want to take the opportunity 
to thank them once again for all they had 
done for the Society and express the hope 
that the R.I.B.A. would find some way of 
acknowledging their help and generosity. 

The A.B.S. was that day celebrating 
the beginning of its 100th year. There 
were some who said that it was now a 
redundant organism, and that the dis- 
tressed architect could get all he needed 
by filling in the appropriate Government 
form. Those present knew better. The 
forms and regulations of Government 
were a net through which it was very easy 
to fall. Since the establishment of the 
national social security system, the cases 
of distress relieved by the Society had 
increased rather than diminished. 

It was the members of the profession 
who did not subscribe whom the Society 
wanted to approach, and he would ask 
the Press and the R.I.B.A. Council to do 
all they could to help in that direction. 

Sir Harry VANDERPANT, who also 
spoke, said the Society would like to see 
more of the members of the architectural 
profession who were doing the big work 
making bigger contributions to its funds. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Nomination of Office-holders, 1950 


At its meeting on November 23, the 
National Council of the N.F.B.T.E. 
nominated the undermentioned members 
of the Council for election as national 
Officers for 1950:— 


President: R. O. Ltoyp, O.BE. 
(Birkenhead). 
Senior Vice-President: | COUNCILLOR 


STEPHEN Hupson (Sunderland). 

Junior Vice-Presidents: W. HoORSFALL 
(Liversedge, Yorks); H. B. KERR, 
M.C., J.P., F.1.0.B. (London); and 
J. IAN RoBertson, M.I.O.B. (Burton- 
on-Trent). 

G. W. BucHANAN, C.B.E. (London), was 
nominated for re-election as Hon. 
Treasurer. 
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BELGIAN BUILDERS’ 
65th ANNIVERSARY 


Celebrations in Brussels 


From a Correspondent 


«ter Fédération Nationale Belge du 
BAtiment et des Travaux Publics 
marked the 65th anniversary of its 
foundation by celebrations in Brussels on 
November 5 and 6. These were attended 
by Mr. Norman Longley and Mr. C. 
Gordon Rowlands, President and Secre- 
tary of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades’ Employers; and by Mr. A. M. 
Mactaggart, President of the Federation 
of Civil Engineering Contractors. Officers 
and officials of the French and Nether- 
lands Federations of Building and Public 
Works also attended. 

A representative group of delegates and 
foreign visitors were given an official 
reception by the College of Aldermen of 
the City of Brussels at the Hotel de Ville 
on November 5, and, having been wel- 
comed by the alderman responsible for 
building and public works, were conduc- 
ted over the Hotel de Ville by the City 
Archivist. Many will be familiar with 
the exterior of this building, which forms 
one side of the Grand’ Place, one of 
those famous squares which, with their 
sixteenth-century guild heuses, remain 
almost unspoilt. The interior of the Hotel, 
although much restored, consists of two 
main sections dating from the fifteenth 
and eighteenth centuries respectively, and 
contains a number of the famous Brussels 
Tapestries. 

The official luncheon, presided over by 
M. Henri Tassin, President of the Belgian 
Federation, was followed by Séance 
Académique, attended by representatives 
of the Governor of Brabant and of the 
Ministries of Reconstruction and Public 
Works and other Government Depart- 
ments. The delegates were welcomed by 
M. Ernest Dierkens, President of the 
Association of Building Contractors of 
Brabant, and by M. Jules Somers. After 
a short speech by the President, M. 
Delange, Director of the Belgian Federa- 
tion, read an account of the history of 
the Federation and its objects. An inter- 
esting feature of the proceedings was the 
presentation to a number of members of 
various “‘ professional honours.” These 
honours are conferred by the Belgian 
Government on individuals who, through 
their work for the Federation, have made 
particularly meritorious contributions to 
the organisation of industry, and * the 
formal Presidential investiture of these 
members before their colleagues was of 
great interest. 


An Inspiring Speech. 

Over 300 members and guests were 
present at the banquet held on Novem- 
ber 5, when an inspiring and thoughtful 
speech by the President was followed by 
speeches from M. Frankignoul, President 
of the International Federation of Buiid- 
ing and Public Works, from the repre- 
sentative of the Belgian Ministry of 
Public Works and from the leaders of 
the British, Netherlands and French dele- 
gations. The Netherlands President 
handed to M. Tassin a fine bowl of 
Dutch-ware as a gift from his Federation 
in recognition of the anniversary. 

An excursion party left the Grand’ 
Place for a tour of the Province of 
Brabant soon after ten o’clock on Sunday 
morning. The first stop was made at the 
Cistercian Abbey of Villers - la - Ville, 
where there are extensive remains of a 
monastery destroved by French troops at 
the time of the French Revolution, The 
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monastery is situated, as was customary 
with the Cistercian Order, in surroundings 
of great natural beauty, remote trom 
main centres of population. On the return 
journey a short stop was made at Louvain, 
where, in the centre of the town, the 
ancient Hotel de Ville still stands in all 
its glory, but where the Church of St. 
Pierre, a stone’s-throw away, is extensively 
damaged. Tea was taken at the Country 
Club, Le Foriest, close to the scene of 
the battle of Waterloo, before returning 
to Brussels. 

The proceedings terminated with a 
private and informal dinner given by M. 
and Mme. Tassin to the foreign delegates. 


A Sturdy Organisation. 


The Belgian Federation is to be con- 
gratulated upon the manner in which it 
has built up its organisation throughout 
its 65 years’ history, during which it has 
successfully dealt with the problems of 
two major wars, with their bitter 
memories of German occupation, and 
with the problems of reconstruction. Now 
the last controls on the amount of build- 
ing work that may be carried out have 
been removed and private house-building 
is free to make progress. A considerable 
number of new houses are to be seen 
in course of erection around Brussels as 
well as in other towns visited during the 
tour, while in the centre of the capital 
major railway and road works and the 
construction of commercial and office 
buildings are under way. 

The Belgian franc was devalued 
recently, but only to the extent of one- 
third of the British devaluation, and, 
while at the current rate of exchange 
wages are approximately on the same 
level as in Britain, the cost of living is 
somewhat higher. 

In M. Tassin, who has held the office 
of President since 1942, the Belgian 
Federation has an able industrial leader, 
and many will recall his speech at 
the half-yearly meeting of the National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Employ- 
ers in Brighton this year which was typical 
of his statesmanlike approach to the prob- 
lems of the building industry at the pre- 
sent time. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Married Quarters for the Services 


N November 22 Mr. ALEXANDER said 

that about 59,000 to 60,000 married 
quarters were required for the three Ser- 
vices. At present there were only about 
29,000, of which some 3,000 provided 
since the war were permanent. There 
was still need for 30,000 permanent 
houses. Unless something could be done 
to speed up building it would be at least 
ten years, and probably longer, before 
minimum requirements were met. It was 
proposed to start building about 6,500 
married quarters in 1950-51, and _ the 
Government hoped to maintain an aver- 
age of about 5,000 completed houses for 
the Services yearly over 1950-55. The 
scheme would be subject to the condi- 
tion that the houses were of a type which 
would be available to the civilian popu- 
lation at any time they were not required 
for defence purposes. 


Parliament-square Bill. 


On November 23 Mr. Key, the Minis- 
ter of Works, moved the second reading 
of the Parliament-square (Improvements) 
Bill. He said he hoped that one result 
of it would be to enable the square to 
live up to its old name of Garden-square. 
The L.C.C. submitted a scheme in 1947, 
and the Ministry of Transport and the 
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police approved the proposals as neces- 
sary. The proposal to hold the Festival 
of Britain on the south bank of the 
Thames gave special urgency to the mat- 
ter. The Bill was not designed to author- 
ise the scheme as a whole, but removed 
doubts about title to ownership and gave 
powers to carry out details. The respon- 
sibility for the scheme was divided be- 
tween the L.C.C. and the Ministry of 
Works. The L.C.C. would be respon- 
sible for road works and the Ministry 
of Works for laying out and maintaining 
the two new garden enclosures. 


SiR HAROLD WEBBE, the member for the 
Abbey Division of Westminster, sup- 
ported the Bill, but said that the pro- 
posed arrangement of the garden was 
almost a monstrosity. The whole scheme 
was terrifically modern. It offended 
against all canons of gardening develop- 
ment and desigm It was extraordinarily 
restless. It avoided in a studied manner 
any attempt at symmetry. In the paved 
portion with the beds inside, symmetry 
was deliberately avoided by placing two 
of the L-shaped beds in the same direc- 
tion instead of facing one another to 
frame the statue between them. So far 
as he could see, the only explanation was 
that this was to be a sphere in the centre 
of a traffic roundabout, and quite clearly 
the only underlying idea of the design 
was that all the features of the gardens 
should chase one another round in the 
same direction as the traffic moved. That 
was shockingly restless, and he hoped the 
Minister would look at this design. The 
only restful thing in the whole of the 
site was the statues of the dead Prime 
Ministers. 

The Bill was read a second time and 
committed to a Select Committee. 

On the same day the Festival of Bri- 
tain (Supplementary Provisions) Bill was 
read a second time and committed to a 
Select Committee. Mr. Morrison gave 
an assurance that the proposals in the 
Bill would not hold up London housing. 


School Buildings. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, replying to MR. Pira- 
TIN, said that local education authorities 
were told last February that the 1950 
building programme would be about the 
same size as that for 1949. The work 
proposed by authorities was nearly three 
times as big. It had, therefore, to be 
reduced to bring it within the limits both 
of the available resources and of authori- 
ties’ capacity to prepare the necessary 
plans and carry the work out. The reduc- 
tions in individual programmes were 
announced to authorities last July and 
August. Between January, 1947, and 
December, 1953, new school places in 
maintained schools were required to meet 
three main needs. The school population 
was increased by about 330,000 as a 
result of the raising of the school leav- 
ing age. Over the period, the school 
population was expected to increase by 
nearly 1,000,000 as a result of the high 
birthrate of the years 1944-48. School 
places would also be required to meet 
the needs of children on new housing 
estates, but much of this provision would 
free places elsewhere to meet needs aris- 
ing from the increased birthrate. The 
total requirement over the period 1947-53 
was estimated at about 1,450,000 places. 
Against this total requirement, it was 
estimated that in January, 1947, about 
300,000 places were available in suitably 
situated existing school buildings. About 
350,000 new places would have been 
provided by the end of 1949, 90,000 of 
them this year. A further 135,000 new 
Places were expected to be provided 
during 1950. 
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* For Birkenhead, Liverpool. and Loadon the rates are :—Craftsmen, 2s. 1144.; Labourers, 2s. 51. 


Craftsmen, 23. 11d.; Labourers, 2s. 44d. 


+ Plus 2d. per working day. 


t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft pro 


carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 8d. per howr 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 747. 


cesses is 2/- per hour. 


In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radiusis :— 


Women introduced 1 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.— These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, ete. 


€ «4a 
First Hard Stocks 95 0 
Second Hard Stocks 8 15 0 


Mild Stocks aie 

All loaded free i into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 


2j-in. Nominal At Maiden To Sites in West 


Phorpres Bricks. Lane Stn., Central District 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
or s. d. 
Commons Sas aah 73 0 8s 0 
Cellular 67 11 85 0 
Keye . oe 75 0 87 O 
Cellular Keyed sc, 87 0 
Rustics ... : eae 93 0 105 0 
Ceilular Rustics. : 87 il 102 11 
Single Bullnose ... : 93 0 105 0 
Sandfaced A 103 0 115 0 
Cortex Facing Br ick P 88 O 1 
* At King’s Cross Stn. ex King’s Cross Stn. 
£3. é 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) 18 16 O 
Do. Bullnose(London Stns.) ... 02 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ee 16 14 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) : 5 - 


Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) : 
Best Stourbridge aa — (London Stns.) :— - 


£ 

24 in. , 16 18 y; 3 in. 19 16 0 
GiazeD Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 274 
for Best, and 224 for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers . 4810 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O One side & two ends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Two sides & oneend56 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
&4in. Flats 50 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho_tow CLAY PARTITION BLOCks. 
London Brick Company. 








Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. é. 
Y’ per yd. sup. 120 yds. 3 3 
lee Ee os 3 4 
an és 100 ,, 4 0 
' oo ‘ 84 ,, sdigtuaadiegre taut tes 4 7 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
Y per yd. sup. ... 2 3” per yd. sup. 3 6 
| a > re 3:4 4” - 4 6 
|, CRANHAM TerRA COTTA. 
Size 12x 9 x 2” per yd. — ee 
Size 12 x 9 x 24” 3.4 
Size 12 x 9 x 3” 4 0 
Size 12x 9 x 4” 4 7 
HEMPSTEAD—KEYED te SIDES. 

REA sccese 3 on Ss ; 4 0 
12x9 x 24” Kexane 3 4 12x9x4"... 4 7 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. y 
STONE. 
Bath STONE—. sé 
MN oo. csc cvnetcied cubaevs 5 4 
St. Aldheim Box und 6 4 





Delivered in railway trucks a 
Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. ps 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly.  .......0.00000s per ft. cube 6 14 
Nore.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 fi. 
Hopton-Woop SToNE— 
O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 


kk Sey per ft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 

5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 

NCIR EE GIMME |... 0c) cosusstuccestecassnces 4 7 
York Stone, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality. 


Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


PE WUIIUEY. cc scccnsevcenneoseves seabee mr 9 4 

6 iz. rubbed two sides, ditto 10 10 
Jin, sawn two sides’ siabs (ran- 

dom sizes) wu senbnuh ocebaemesnensns ie Aid 4 5 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random sizes) (paving) a 2 4 

Rae, 00'S Ih; GIO. ....06600000600 is 2 it 


Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Sctappled random blocks per ft. cube 13 
6in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


eo | ERS per ft. super 10 O 
6 in, rubbed two sides, ditto oe 11 10 
4in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

|_| EEE PEI meee 6.5, 
3in, UO QHUR ciesiiccessi 410 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 19 9 








CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. es 
6-ton loads and upwards site.. ..per ton 22 © 
Ps Gh) MeN SII ints 0208s aechesebdciades camasesae 3 7? 6 


In non- -returnable paper ‘bags charged at 
8/— net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than 1 ton. 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 8/- 
per ton. 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than | ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack, 

“ Ferrocrete’’ Rapid Hardening Cement 


at 6-ton loads and upwards site...... 3 8 6 
R/S I CI a sce nareena sake cncectsauqnteihensed 313 6 
In paper bags 8/— per ton EXIT » 

“* Aquacrete "* Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle’ 
prices. In paper bags, 8/~ per ton extra. 
Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete *’ in 6-ton 
NE: oxsnlen-dihumiasbesienestentadtenapshsanardand 5 40 
In paper bags 8/- per ton extra. 
Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/- to 396/- per ton 
(including paper bags). 
“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In 

HI ADEE BONE oss hn cecn ss sxececevcoeseuces 1113 0 

RIE CUE NR io oo 5 eva sexccnsesstasecacs percwr. O14 O 


“ 417"? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardenjng) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ten lots 
eee _ a 
In paper bags 8/- per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof). bags extra... 41 

9 


2 0 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 14s. 6d. to 8 0 
(1-ton lots and upwards, including cost 
of paper bags). 
Ste £ a4 
Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’sCement, White3 6 9 
Pink 8 1 9 
PLASTER. 
Ss $24 
Coarse, Pink 5 11 9 Sirapite, Coarse 515 6 
» White 519 9 pe Finish 6 3 6 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 
inc. bags 6- 6-ton lots ............ 6 
ton lots...... 5 17 6 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots...2 3 0 toniots......... as 2 
Hair, per cwt 44 6 
Stourbridge Firecilay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 6-ton 


lots at railway depot. 








WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


AYGEE 


METAL 
WINDOWS 





DELIVERY TWO WEEKS 


A product of 
England’s Largest Glazing 
Contractors 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., 
LONDON, S.E.1 











Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


j PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards ?in. thick, 600 yds 
over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4’ wide, 6 to 12’. 2” thick. 
600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/ il sq. yd. 
Carriage paid te site. 


SAND. 


D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Ho! wn and 


aud 





St. Pancras. ‘ d. 
METI Socscscsccncoesunceesuocees per yd. 15 9 
Pit Ballast. - 15 10 
Pit Sand ... 5 2 
Washed Sand . 17 0 

2 in. shingle . secatenes iS 2 

2 in. Broken Stick - Re, 17 6 
Pan Breeze . nae 10 4 


‘TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in ‘ul! ttuck loads 
.. Per 1,000 


of not less than 6 toms.,.............+++.. er} 
‘f.0.r. London 






Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 
Staffordshire  districts...............sceeeeee 914 6 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto. aes « HES 

Ornamental ditto ....- 12 4 0 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... 019 5 
(per dozen) —Machine-made 018 4 


Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES. 


First-quality slates from Penrhyn or Portamadoc 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate ert 


Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. 

24 by 12 69 18 O 18 by 10 35 0 é 
22 by 12 ee ie. oe) eee ee 
22 by 11 55 0 6 ib by 10 31 13 3 
20 by 12 SO 7S G6 .......- 2413 9 
20 by i0 46 6 

NOTE: Breakage in transit, p s’ resp bility. 





PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
wales gene 


S.D. Bis Cocks CRutTCH HEAD, FOR | TON. 
}in. 66/— in. 108/— per doz. 
Tomet Bis Cocks For IRON. 


4in. 114/— in. 171/-— per doz. 
S.D. — COCKS FOR IRON. 
$ in. jin. 1 i Ijin. 14 in. 2 ia. 
72/- W/- 189/~ 342/— 468/- 840/- per doz 
S.D.S. Cocks wirH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
tin. jin. tin. 13 in. iin. 2in 
102/— 150/— 312/— 408/- 642/— 1056/-- per doz. 
DousLe Nut ILER SCREWS. 
tin. jin lin. tin Line 2mm. 
17/- 20/- 36/— 68/— 108/— 140/-- per doz. 
Heavy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
din. jin. 1 in. 43 in. 14 in. 
97/- 180/— 263/-— 394/- $70/— per doz. 
Caps - SCREWS. 
Ijin. hin. 2m. ta 
23/6 33/- 41/- ae 107/- 9/- per doz 
Brass SLEEVES. 
I4in. 2in. 3in. 3fin, 4in. 
29/-  36/- 67/- TI/-  101/ r doz. 
« LEeAD TRAPS WITH Brass Ci IG r 
14 x 6 Ib. 14x 6lb 2x7 Ib 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. 71/-— 89/— 143/- 219/— per doz. 
Lead S. 87/- 108 /— 176/- 291/— per doz. 
SOLDER.—Plumbers’ 3/11, Tinmen’s 5/1, Blow pipe 
5/2 per Ib. 
Copper Tubes ......... 1/5% per lb. Basis. 
Brass Tubes ............ 1/3% per lb. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 


Best Scotch Glue 


ot: 

_ 

BR. 

° 
73 

hy 

er 
wor 


IY dacnisssveixsvcsaieamaan 
VARNISHES, ee. 

er gallon. 
Oak Varnish . Outside 160 
.| Fine do, ..... <0 116 0 
Fine Copal.. : 115 0 
Pale Copal.... = 112 8 
Floor Varnish of, Inside 110 @ 
Fine Pale Paper.... Secckees Sa 2 £-@ 
Hard Drying Oak.... ada: a 10 0 
+} Fine Hard Drying Oa: ......... : 112 0 
‘| Fine’ Copal guna cue mh 113 6 
| ae. Vee a 116 0 
Best Japan Gold Size eo z3 115 0 
Best’ Wieck Jagan <:.......... cco re 1 8 6 
Brunswick Black ...... : | 4 6 
Bern Bleck ~....:...... 1 8 6 
Knotting (patent).......... 1iz 6 
French and Brush Polish . = 6 
i} Liquid Dryers in Terebene.. 1 8 6 








| *The information given on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THe BumLper, and is copyright: 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as poss*ble, the 
| average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest... Quality .and .quantity.-obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should. be. remembered yy. those 
4 who. make tse. of this, information... Brice ‘sb 
to 24 per cei t. cash discount. . ~ 
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The Scottish Builder 


School of Agriculture, Edinburgh 


£350,000 scheme for the provision, 
‘Awith the least possible delay, of a new 
ghool of Agriculture in Edinburgh, has 
pen announced. The scheme is being 
gonsored jointly by the University of 
fdinburgh and the Edinburgh and East 


of Scotland College of Agriculture. The 
University has appointed Mr. Alan 
Reach, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. Ralph 


cowan, A.R.I.B.A., as joint architects for 
the preparation of the plans and the erec- 
tion of the building. Both are members 
of the teavhing staff of the School of 
Architecture in the Edinburgh College of 


Art. : 

The school will be planned as an in- 
egral part of the University area at West 
Mains in accordance with the scheme 
for the future development of this area 
pepared by Mr. W. Hardie Kininmonth, 
AR.I.B.A., and approved on general Jines 
ty the University Court. 


Stone Building Revival ? 


“Do not despise the past. You do noi 
wed to crib the past but go back and 
tke a look at it. See how it was done 
and remember that certain forms of con- 
struction were adopted in Scotland be- 
cause of our climate.” This advice was 
offered by Mr. Leslie Grahame Thomson, 
ARS.A., chairman of the Edinburgh 
Architectural Association, to architects 
and architectural students when he spoke 
atthe Association’s annual dinner. People 
nowadays, he thought, were rather apt 
to forget climate, which was a most im- 
portant thing. 

They had in Scotland a marvellous 
tadition in stone building and in this 
connection, said Mr. Thomson, he had 
recently attended a very _ interesting 
meeting with certain officials of the 
Ministry of Works in London, at which 
the whole object of their study was how 
sone building could be revived in Scot- 
land, and how it could be brought into 
hamony with contemporary ideas. 


Architecture in Schools 


“Now that planning is a major 
activity it might be a useful thing if child- 
ten Were given some instruction in archi- 
tecture. so that they could learn to discuss 
the subject intelligently as citizens,” is a 
suggestion made in “ A Scotsman’s Log,” 
the diary feature of The Scotsman. “ Un- 
less there have been recent changes in 
educational policy,” states the writer, 
“gant attention is paid to architecture 
in most schools. 

“There must be thousands of children,” 
he continues, “* who have been to school 
in Edinburgh and who have never had 
their attention drawn to the wealth of 
fine architecture in their own city. Surely 
there is room for some modest course of 
instruction in the elements of architecture 
that children might learn to appreciate 
the beauty of the many buildings which 
surround them. If architecture is con- 
‘dered too unimportant a subject to in- 
corporate in the school curriculum, it 
ought to be possible to organise occa- 
sonal holiday lectures for children.” 

One Edinburgh school, it is known, 
does give instruction in architecture. 


A New Function of Architecture ? 


THe view that social conditions and 
poduction organised during the last 50 
Years for the benefit of the majority and 
tot for a wealthy and privileged minority 
lad Created a new conception of the func- 
Yon of architecture and design, was ex- 
pressed by Mr. Robert Lyon, principal 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February, | 1949. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 





Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire ....A 
|. ee A MN -cacavicane A 
Banas fen sceav A Dunoon .......... 
Berwickshire ......A OS RE 
Bridge of Allan....A Eas: Lothian .. 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh .... 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire neateednns 
Bowie... , Forfarshire ........ 
pS ea A Glasgow teeter eeees 
Dunbartonshire. ...A Greenock ........ 
Dae A Hamilton ........ 








A Craftsmen.... 2/10 








Labourers.... 2/34 

Inverness ......../ A Perthshire ........ A 
Inverurie. ........ A Peterhead ........ A 
Kincardineshire ..A Renfrewshire ...... A 
Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay .......- A 
Lanarkshire boae we A cones 6 
ete .....- A Selkirkshire |. ....A 
pe neyo ecace see A Stewartry .......4 A. 
x ay and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire ...... A 
Cwport ........ A Stornoway ........ A 
Peeblesshire ...... A Pi ge eee A 
PN asks oe ewswed A Wes: Lothian ...... A 


The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Apprentices 
and Trainees’ wages, which will be increased according to scale. 


he Information given in this table is copyright 
Painters’ rates : 2/10 Grade A ; 2/9 Grade B. 


(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 








of the Edinburgh College of Art, when 
he opened an exhibition from the Chicago 
Institute of Design in Edinburgh. The 
exhibition is also to be shown in Glas- 
gow and Aberdeen. 


Three-A partment Houses 


IN the House of Commons on Novem- 
ber 15 Sir W. Darling asked the Secre- 
tary of Staite for Scotland what estimate 
had been made for the houses—size, two-, 
three- or four-roomed, and how many of 
each size—which would now be built in 
Scotland as a result of the economy plans. 

Mr. Woodburn replied: Up to 50 
per cent. of the houses in any particular 
scheme may be of three apartments or 
less, and the remainder of four or more 
apartments. Occupation of houses of less 
than three apartments will be limited 
to elderly couples or single persons. 





the ONLY Stripper 
THAT GOES THROUGH 
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* SURE 
SAVES 
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200 years’ accumulations have 
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its cost in time saved. 
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QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.), 
57, Kingsiand High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone: CLissold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 


details and nearest Stockists 


The Secretary of State for Scotland 
has since stated that he is confident that 
this decision, which was foreshadowed in 
his statement in the House of Commons 
on November 1, and takes account of the 
representations which he has received 
about the need for smaller houses for 
families who do not require houses of 
four apartments, will be welcomed by 
local authorities. Authorities may find 
it possible, by an adjustment of plans 
and contracts, to give effect to the change 
in schemes already approved, and the 
Secretary of State would therefore be glad 
if they would review their schemes at 
present in progress or in contemplation 
and would consider to what extent it is 
possible to introducé the higher propor- 
tion of three-apartment houses. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—Warrant granted at the Dean of 
Guild Court to Thompson & Norris Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., to erect canteen, store and 
joading bank in Turnhouse-rd., Corstorphine, at 
£9575. Plans by Robert Sharp, 13, Lower 
Belgrave-st., London. Warrant granted Hamil- 
ton & Kinneil Estates, Ltd., for the sub- 
division into 6 separate dwelling houses of 
Blackie House, 451, Lawnmarket. Plans by 
Neil & Hurd, 41, Charlotte-sq. Est. cost, £9,000. 
Warrant granted for erection of 212 dwelling 
fiouses at The Inch, off Old Dalkeith-rd. (second 
development), at approximate cost of £300,000. 
Plans by City A. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of. Mr. N. 
Thomas, 669, Crow-rd., Partick-hill, Glasgow, 
for new church hall buildings which are to be 
erected on a Partick site at Crow-rd. Corpora- 
tion have plans in hand for houses to be 
erected at Parkhead sites at Shettleston-rd., for 
which the architect is Mr. Archibald_G. Jury, 
Housing Office, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 
Glasgow, E.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for additions 
and alterations, etc., to be carried out at The 
Woodside Engineers’ Works, _ Brahore-ril., 
Possilpark, for A. P. Newall & Co., Ltd., for 
which the architects are George A. Boswell & 
Partners, 256. West George-st., Blythswood-sq.. 
Glasgow, W.C.2. Plans are to be prepared for 
new pavilion on site at Crookston-av., for Rolis- 
Royce, Nightingale-rd., Derby. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the 
Castlemilk Garage Co., Ltd., Kingsbridge-dr., 
Rutherglen, who are to erect new workshops, 
e.c., at Castlemilk-rd., for which the architects 
are W. A. Gladstone & Edgar, 172, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, W.C:.2. Plans to be prepared for re- 
building for R. Kelton, Kilmarnock, of property 
at Lime-st.. Whiteinch, for which the archi- 
tects are Messrs. James Taylor Thomson & 
MacCrae, 212, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow.—Corporation to have erected at 
Helen-st., Govan, new large office buildings 
and new workshops, ete., from plans tn the 
hands of the Transport Engineers, Transport 
House, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. Corporation 
to have new public school erected _at Leitchland- 
rd., for which the architect is John MacNab, 
129 Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for new vakehouse 
buildings at Brisbane-st., for George Auld & 
Sons, Ltd., for which the architect is Mr, James 
Houston (A.), Bridge-st., The Cross, Kilbirnie, 
Ayrshire. Plans prepared have been approved 
by the Church of Scotland Authorities for 
new church buildings at £13,500 which are to 
be erected at the Housing Site, Auchheath, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for 84 
houses, Mansewood Carstairs, for which the 
architect is Samnel. MacColl, County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton 
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BRIXTON SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING 
Prize-giving Ceremony 


HE tendency of some workers, in 
their approach to a job, to think 
first of the rewards to be gained rather 
than of the contribution they could make, 
was criticised by Mr. ANTHONY L. 
PEYMAN, O.B.E., a representative of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers on the Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council, when he spoke 
at a school prize-giving ceremony at 
County Hall, Westminster, on Wednes- 
day, November 23. The prizes were 
awarded to students of the L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building. Mr. Peyman, who 
distributed the prizes, spoke of a band of 
30 men who, 134 centuries ago, tramped 
from a little village, now occupied by the 
Bank of England, to a spot opposite 
County Hall, where they settled to live. 
They were the early Benedictine Monks, 
and on that spot they built the first West- 
minster Abbey. Their work, said Mr. 
Peyman, was the genesis of building and 
architecture in this country. They did 
not work for any profit, honour or 
reward, but because they had a sense of 
responsibility to those around them. He 
went on to trace the counterparts of these 
men through the centuries, and said that 
the City and Guilds of London Institute 
was carrying on the tradition to-day. 
Mr. D. A. G. REID, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., 
principal of the school, in presenting his 
report for last year, said that so far as 
part-time day courses were concerned, 666 
apprentices were taking craft courses and 
269 students were taking national certifi- 
cate and professional courses, both these 
numbers being about 15 per cent. higher 
than last year; and also that the number 
of those taking evening courses was up 
by about 20 per cent. He declared that 
there was every reason to be proud of 
the architectural class, and that repre- 
sentatives of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers were very satisfied with the 
work of the first group of students who 
were completing the course recognised by 
their Institution as a graduateship quali- 
fication. From the decoration course. 
ten students took the Ministry of Educa- 
tion examination for the national diploma 
in design, and all were successful. 
_Preliminary consideration was being 
given, he said, to the structure and charac- 
ter of a new higher national diploma 


course in building, which would be 
separated from the ordinary national 
diploma course. He also said that 


recent developments in town planning 
had resulted in a demand for a profes- 
sional course of this type, and that an 
experimental course was to be started in 
the near future. 

He went on to say that the develop- 
ment of adult and post advanced courses 
was still an important part of the work 
of the school, and that the building 
supervisor’s discussion group for the 
older and more experienced men con- 
tinued to provide lively discussions over 
a wide field of subjects which concerned 
the contracts supervisor and general 
foreman. 

Mr. Reid then said that there was not 
sufficient interest in management educa- 
tion, at the present time, to permit the 
immediate establishment of national cer- 
tificate and diploma courses in manage- 
ment, but that a start in this direction 
had been made by offering two classes in 
the principles of management: one deal- 
ing generally with the background sub- 
jects and one with the tool subjects. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


R.L.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning. 
At the examination held in July last, 
Mr. H. S. Jarratt, A.R.I.B.A., was suc- 
cessful and has been awarded the 
R.I.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning. 


C.D.A. London Office. 

The London Office of the Copper 
Development Association, at Grand Build- 
ings, Trafalgar-square, London, W.C.2, 
is being transferred to the Association’s 
headquarters, Kendals Hall, Radlett, 
Herts. Telephone: Radlett 5616. 


A Timber Lecture. 

Mr. Phillip O. Reece, director of the 
Timber Development Association, is to 
deliver a lecture to the Finnish Wood- 
working Engineers’ Association at their 
autumn meeting in Helsinki to-day, 
December 2, 1949. Mr. Reece proposes 
to lecture on the progress of timber 
development in this country since the end 
of the war, with special reference to the 
use of timber in engineering structures. 
Dry Rot Exhibition. 

The exhibition sponsored by the 
D.S.I.R. on dry rot, its recognition, pre- 
vention and cure, recently seen in Lon- 
don will open at the Building Centre, 
Glasgow, on December 7, and remain 
there for one month. The opening cere- 
mony will be performed by the Director 
of Housing for the City of Glasgow, Mr. 
A. G. Jury, F.R.I.B.A. It is hoped that 
the exhibition will visit other large pro- 
vincial cities during 1950. 

The “ Mechanical Moke.” 

Messrs. Phillips, Wallington and Co., 
Ltd., of 7la, Manchester-road, Cubitt 
Town, London, E.14, makers of the 
‘“* Mechanical Moke,” referred to in 
“ What’s New at Olympia?” in our last 
issue, point out that the skip (which is 
mounted on four pneumatic-tyred 
wheels) has a capacity of 9 cu. ft. or 
12 cwt., and that the engine does not 
stop when the steering wheel is relin- 
quished; it is the machine that stops with 
the engine running. 
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rigid, fireproof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 
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buildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
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this form of construction. 
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construction, call, 
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THE BUILDING CENTRE 
Change in Constitution 


A CHANGE in its constitution was 
+% announced on November 28 by the 
Building Centre, 9, Conduit-street, W, 
A notice issued on that day stated that 
the Centre found itself very firmly estab. 
lished with an international reputation 
and in a very sound financial position, 
All its original loans and other financial 
obligations had been completely liqui- 
dated. The statement continued :— 

“The directors have therefore decided 
that the position has now been reached 
when it would be appropriate to reorgan- 
ise the constitution of the Centre in such 
a way as to ensure its permanence as 4 
national institution, existing entirely for 
the benefit of good architecture and the 
encouragement of a high standard in 
building and equipment, with provision 
that its funds shall be used solely in these 
interests. 

“Steps have been taken formally to 
create the new organisation, which will 
‘carry on the activities and take over the 
assets of the Building Centre as formed 
in 1932. It will continue under the same 
name as a company limited by guarantee 
but with a more restrictive memorandum 
and articles of association so drawn up 
as to comiply with the Board of Trade 
conditions for exemption from the use of 
the word “* limited’ from its title. 

“The new institution will be governed 
by a council under a president, the first 
being Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, R.A., and 
will consist of 22 members. In order that 
the composition of the council shall be 
fully representative of all interests likely 
to be of value to the Centre, provision js 
made that not more than seven persons 
of any one profession or calling shall sit 
on the council at one time. 

“In addition to a council, provision js 
made in the memorandum and articles of 
association for the formation of a body 
of members or ‘fellows,’ as they are 
called, consisting of eminent people, who 
are directly or indirectly concerned with 
building, and whose services and advice 
can be sought from time to time. This 
body will elect members of the council as 
occasion arises.” 

In order to make the desired changes 
and to fully achieve this purpose the 
original board put the old company into 
voluntary liquidation. The _ original 
Centre was wound up on November 30, 
and on the following day the new Centre. 
registered under the same name, took over 
the present fully-equipped exhibition with 
its premises and staff. Fourteen members 
of the old board are members of the new 
council. 


BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Election of Officers 


THE second annual general meeting of 
the Building Teachers’ Conference was 
held at the Twickenham Technical Col- 
lege on November 12. The morning 
session included a discussion, opened by 
Mr. Edwin J. Elmes, Head of the Build- 
ing Trades Department, Brixton School of 
Building on “Craft Courses, Their Organi- 
sation for Day Release Students.” Mr. 
Elmes proceeded to emphasise the desir- 
ability of technical college staffs and 
industrial concerns being linked together 
so that each could benefit from the asso- 
ciation with the other. In the afternoon, 
the following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent: Mr. F. E. Drury, O.B.E.; vice-Presi- 
dent: Mr. T. E. Scott; hon. treasurer: D. 
Winston Aldred; hon. secretary: Alfred 
Emms. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
gid previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with au asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
jor the submission of tenders; a dagger (1) 
denotes Closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
DECEMBER 5. 


t*Somerset C.C.—Conversion of Cossington 
Smallpox Hospital to Children’s Nursery. R. O. 
Harris (F.), County A., Park-st., Taunton. Dep. 


12 Ws 
DECEMBER 7. 

Bilston T.C.--64 houses at Stowiawn Section G, 
Contract 156. Boro’ A., 20, Wellingion-rd. Dep 
23 3s. 

t*Gloucester T.C.—Erection of 3 schools. A. 
Morgan (L.), City A., Suffolk House, Greyfriars 
Dep. £5 5s 

DECEMBER 8. 

Cromer U.D.C.--Erection of entrance and 
shops at Cromer Pier, Ed. Boardman & Soi 
F. & A.). Queen-st., Norwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 9. 

+ Newcastle-upon-T yne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Conversion Of suite of rooms at North 
kiding Infirmary, Middlesbrough, to form dua! 
eye thea:re unit. EK. B. Jenkins, Secretary, 

unira,”’ Osbornue-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 2 

DECEMBER 10. 

Durham C.C.—Temporary classrooms at 
Billingham South County and Modern Schools. 
County A., Court-la. 

t*Essex €.C. — 
Secondary School. H. 
Chelmsford. 


Rayleigh 
County A., 


Repairs, ete. 
Conolly (F.) 


'*Merton and Morden U.D.C. 144 flats at 
junetion of Central-rd. and London-rd.. Morden, 
H. May, C., Morden Hall, 8.W.19. Dep. £3 3s 


Tenders by January 6. 
"Salford City.—Siructural alterations at Roya! 
Technical College. City EK. Dep. £2 2s 
Tamworth R.D.C.—27 lock-up 
various sites. A. Shaw, E., 92 


Dep. £2 2s. 
= DECEMBER 12. 
‘East Sussex C€.C.—I'wo additional 
ooms, Rye County Modern School. J. 


garages at 


Lichfield-st. 


class- 


Catch 


pole (A.), County A., Lewes. Tenders by 
daunuary i} 
Hull T.C.—40 aged persons’ dwellings at 


Bilton Grange estate. City A., Guildhall. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

Orpington U.D.C.—Smal] public convenience 
at St. Mary Cray Cemetery. E. & 8.. 46, Bark- 
hart-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Peterborough T.C.—32 flats at Cherry Tree- 
gr., Dogsthorpe-Newark estate. City E. & S.. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 
ber 28. 

Porthcaw! U.D.C.—46 houses in 2 groups at 
Wilderness extension. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Romford T.C.—40 houses at Masfield-cres., 
Eastern-ave, A. S. Wilson & Partners, char- 
ered surveyors, 8, Princes-st., Storey’s-gate, 
Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
January 10. 

_ “Wembley T.C.—Public convenience, Chureh- 
la. recreation ground. B.E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 

‘Wokingham R.D.C.—Ten houses and 4 
bungalows at School-rd., Arborfield and New 
and. Eric G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., Read- 
ing, Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 13. 
*Glanford Brigg R.D.C.—Eight houses at Kast 


Halton. Buttrick & Buttrick (F. & A.), 43. 
Oswald-rd , Scunthorpe. Dep. £2. 

Poole T.C.—114 houses. B.E.. Municipal 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

: DECEMBER 14. 

Chertsey U.D.C.—Public convenience at 


Bridge-rd, FE. & 8. Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 
*East Elloe R.D.C.—26 houses at 2 sites. K 


Atkinson (L.). Mattimore House, Holbeach. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

South Kesteven R.D.C.---Eighi houses at 
Baston. H. Parsons, architect. Council Offices, 


41, North-st., Bourne, Lincs. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 15. 

Fraserburgh T.C.—Work in various trades for 
erection of 32 houses. Burgh S., Burgh-chbrs. 
Dep. £1 per schedule. 

DECEMBER 16. 

"Hunts C.C.—Altera‘ions to ‘ Rheola,” 
Cemetery-rd., St. Ives. S. J. Hands, County A., 
Vounty-bldgs., Huntingdon. 

Leeds T.C.—25 temporary shops at 6 sites. 
oop A., Priestley House, Quarry Hill. Dep. 
2 2s. 
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t*West Ham C.B.—60 flats at 
Thomas E. North, Boro’ A. and 
Officer, 70, West Ham-la. Dep. £2 2s. 

Woking U.D.C.—48 houses at Maybury estate. 


hokeby-st. 
Planning 


H P. T. Ames, A.M.LC.E., E: & S., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 17. 
t*Leeds Regional Hospital Board. —Rebuikd- 


ing of ward blocks, Kingston General Hospital, 
Beverley-rd., Hull. Architect to the Board, 
29-31. Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by January 7. 

Stepney B.C:—War damage repairs to various 
properties. Chief Technical Officer for War 
Damage, 191-195, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep 
£2 2s 

Widnes T.C. - Erection of 
cent to St. John’s Market. 
House. Dep. £2 2s. 

Windermere U.D.C.—-Four flats at Upper Oak- 
si. Walker. Carter & Walker, architects, 
Crescent-rd., Windermere Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 19. 

Brighton T.C.—42 houses ai  Hollingbury 
estate. B.E. & S., 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £2 2s 

Brighton T.C.—36 houses at Lower Bevendeai 
estate. D. J. Howe, B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Hunts C.C.—Ereciion of Youth Centre at 
St. Neots. S. J. Hands, County A., County- 


adja- 


A., Brendan 


Fish market 
Boro’ 


hbldgs.. Huntingdon. 

Hunts r Classrooms and = cloakroom 
accommodation at Woodston County Primary 
School. S. J. Hands, County A., County-bidgs., 


Huntingdon. 
DECEMBER 20. 
“Flintshire ¢.C.—Alterations and additions a 
Broughton Institution. W. Griffiths, Depuiy 


County A., Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 
_ Holsworthy R.D.C.—Six houses at Black 
Yorringion. A. E. Hooper. Council Offices 


Station-rd 
DECEMBER 22. 
“Durham C.C.--Two pairs of 
workers’ houses at Houghall. County -A. 
ha 


agricultural 


Court 


DECEMBER 23. 

Bullingdon R.D.C.—Eight houses at Sand 
jord-on-Thames; 12 at Forest Hill and 4 ai 
Beckley. Harry W. Smith (F.), 29, George-si., 
Oxford. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 29. 

Gosport T.C.—32 houses on council’s housing 
estates, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Exicnsion of Hall. 
E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Wem R.D.C.—Conversion of hutments at 7 
dispersed sites, Press Higher Heath, into 121 
dwellings. Hind & Brown (L. & A.), District 
3ank-chbrs., 2, Market-st Hanley, Stoke-on- 
Trent. Dep, £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 30. 

Chesterton and St. ives Joint Water Board. 
(2) Erection of pumping station at Kingston. 
Willeox, Raikes & Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-st.. 

>. 


Birmingham, Dep. £5 5s. (b) Erection of 


Town 


ENNIO 


John Wilkins 
& Company Limited 
Metal Finishers 


wish all 


their customers 


in the 
Building, Decorating 
& Electrical Trades 
a Merry Christmas 
and a 


Happy New Year 
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JOHN WILKINS & CO., LTD. 


231-243 ST. JOHN STREET. CLERKENWELL. LONDON, E.Cii 
PHONE: TER 2176 
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2 cottages. E, Price Lavender (F.), The Broad- 
way, St. Ives, Hunts, Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Wood Green T.C.—Repair of war damage and 
reconstruction of dressing accommodation at 
open-air swimming pool, Durnsford-rd.  B-E. 
« S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Exmouth U.D.C.—Public convenience, ad 
joining Esplanade Café, Esplanade. E. E. Ellis 
& Son, architects, 2, Station Parade-chbrs., The 


Parade, Dep. £3 3s. 
JANUARY 3. 
Durham 17.C.—24 houses, Sunderland-rd 
estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 6. 


Newbury T.C.—Repairs to roof of Corn Ex 
change. B.s. & Water E.. Municipal-bilgs, — 


Dep. £1. 
JANUARY 12. 
St. Ives (Hunts) R.D.C.—-18 houses at War- 
boys. Lea, Milner, Doc & Wardley, 4, Market 
hill, Huntingdon. Dep, £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 7. ; 
+*Ches C.C.—Heating and hot water insialla- 
tion and electrical work at 6 schools. County 
A.. The Castle, Chester. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
DECEMBER 13. 


Buxton T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 
DECEMBER 17. 

Barnes T.C.—Internal redecoration and 
repair of 14 flats at Chertsey Court. B.E. & § 
Dep. £1. ; 

Formby U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 


JANUARY 7. . 
East Suffolk C.C.—County S. (Materials) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
DECEMBER 15, 
Rothwell U.D.C.—2,055 lin. yds. of 24-in. dia. 
r with manholes, e Wilicox, Raikes 
1, SS, Gt. Birmingham 


DECEMBER 16. 
Esher U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
brook-dr. estate. E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 
DECEMBER 17. 
Connah’s Quay U.D.C.—Roads and sewers al 
the Red Hall housing site. Williams & Clarke 









Cran- 


chartered civil engineers, aml 6, Godstall 
chbrs., Chester, Dep. £2. 
DECEMBER 28. 
Ealing T.C.—Roads and sewer works at 


Ravenor Park estate, Greenford. B.E. & § 
Dep. £2. 
DECEMBER 30. ; 

Rugeley U.D.C.—Construciion of air com- 
pressor station and ejector chamber at Colton- 
rd., together with laying and jointing of steel 
main, ete. Willeox, haikes & Marshall, 33, Gt. 
Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Machynileth R.D.C.—Site works, sewers. etc. 
at Esgairgeiliog site. Nicol, Nicol & Thomas 
(\.). 111, New-st., Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 2. ; 

Pontypridd U.D.C.-Advance preparation of 
housing site at Gwernygerwn South, Rhydyfelin. 
£. & S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 3. 

Chesterton R.D.C.—Sewerage works at Histon 
and Impington, Contract No. 3; and at 
Girton. Contract No. 4. Wilcox, Raikes 
& Marshall, 35, Gt. Charles-si., Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £10 10s. each contract. 

JANUARY 4. 
R.D.C.—Construction of Sanghali 
Williams & Clarke, 5 and 6, Godstall- 

Dep. £5 3s. 

JANUARY 9. . 

North Devon Water Board.—Laying and 
jointing of 3,570 lin. yds. of 4-in. dia. spun-iron 
pipes with lead joints and 1,255 lin. yds. of 
4-in. dia. bitumen-lined steel pipes, etc., for 
Lapford and Morchard Bishop Water Supply. 
Rote & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Coulsdon and Purley.—Houses.—Plans by 
Council §. for 12 pairs of sémi-detached 
houses at Star-la., Hooley, have been approved 
by D.C. 
yea and Purley.—Hovusrs.—U.D.C. have 
approved plans submitted by Council 8. for 3 
pairs of semi-detached houses at Waddington- 
ave. 


Croydon.—Hovuses.—Four_ houses are te he 
erected on the site of 9-15, Broadcombe, fo plans 
of chief grobiiest, teagan Police, New 
Scotland Yard, London, S.W. 

Lewisham.—Factory.—Louis Erdi, L.R.I.B.A.. 
27. Knightrider-st., E.C.4, 18 the architect for 
proposed clothing factory on site adjoining 
river and Catford Bridge. 


Chester 
sewerage. 
chbrs., Chester. 





ee approved proposals 
. for erection of five- 


Leyton.—FLats.—B. C. 
submitted by Boro’ 
story flats in Ellingha 





2 ? single-stores y fa act ories to be € rect te ed on sites at 


«Propose further 12 flats in 1 Tredegar- rd. 
. area) to — by council’s architects, 


tects for 24 fla.s and houses on a 


Fats AND M4AIsONETTES.—B.C, 
63 flats on south-west 


council’s architects’ 


Putney. — DWELLINGs. 
8, ave to be erected at Roehampton-la. 


tion to the borrowing, 

for the erection of _dvrellingss on site 

has been recei mie 

“Stoke Newington. XTENSIONS AND ADDITIONS. 
a ‘ 

are architects for the extension of 


the ‘construction of first and second floors to the 
building fronting Church 


unas single-storey 

_ Newington. Fae ray —M. 
B.C.2, are arc hitects tor the pr oposed conversion 

into a gar age with showrooms. 

have prepared plans for 8 a; cod persons “well 

ings on the Sudbury Farm estate. 

io the borrowing by B.C. 


Wenibiey.. —F.ats.—Housing and 
have oS Oey the _ repens: of Robert 


erect 12 flats inPhe ‘Avenue and have’ submitted 
Wembley. —DWELLINGS.— -M.O.H. has consented 


to the borrowing of the cost of 6 a: med pe rsons’ 
dwellings on the Preston Est ate. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
—R.D.C. propose further 2 
propose gee 68 houses 

Ashton-under-Lyne.— 
new —— depot at "£34,000. 
at £7,960. Surveyor. Cc. 

Barnsley. —Sheffie! d Region: ul Hospital Board 
He! ens Hosp: tal and ‘adaptations to form nate: 
logical emery at Queen’s-rd. Chest Clinic. 

- approved plans for: 
bakehiouse, Holmifield- rd., 

Bradford. TC. propose 
George’s Hail at £86.000. 


“ Bell Inn,” Be'l End, 





houses and 6 bungalows at Show dn: 
= 6 houses at Wood-l la. ‘airfi 


further houses at F: airheld. 
_ Burton- on-Trent.—E.C. 
and adapt whole 


approved plans for, 
for Fr rederick Bentley (Bury), 





propose ry fer “Broad-#t. 
as county college and schoo] of arts and crafts. 


£59,305 for primary 
Mainwaring Parkes, y A. 
‘ *k loan “Unton, of £13,880 

. 


licence to rebuild St. Nicholas Church at Rak 
rere. 26 houses at Ireleth 
ceeteeeteg bark ham C.C. 


houses in West Auckland-rd., 
tions, inclnding new lecture rooms, are proposed 


to uit d four police 
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have approved layout plans 
Firth Moor estate—Boro’ <A. 
is to prepare detai:ed plans 
at East 


—Housing Comm. 
for houses on 
(E. A. Tornbohm) 
for alterations to old female hospital 
Haven. : 

Denholme.—U.D.C. propose 
adjoining Denho:me School. 

Derby.—T.C. recommended to approve £88,086 
for first phase of junior school at Normanton. 
Architect, T. W. East. 

Derbyshire.—C C. to adapt ‘The Elms,’ 
Chapel-en-le-Frith and ‘‘ The Seance ws Hote: 
Buxton, as hostels for aged; to invite tenders 
for police divisional H.Q. at Buxton at £100,000. 

Dewsbury.— B.C. approved proposals by Healey 
& Baker, Surveyors, Ltd., for reconstruction of 
3-5, Northgate.—B.C. propose erection of hoste! 
for aged at Lee housing estate. 

Dudley.—T.C. seek loans of £46,300 for exten 
sions to machine shops at Technical Col-ege 
£15,150 for kitchen and dining-room at trainin; 
college; propose infants’ school at Duffery-rd. 
Plans by Cherrington & Stainton, 2, Priory-st., 
Dudley. 

Durham.—C.C. is planning 220 houses at West 
Sherburn.—M.H. has sanctioned the obtaining 
of tenders for 46 houses at Longacres. W. J. 
Greene, City 


further houses, 






















Ellesmere Port.—U.D.C. approved revised lay- 
out for 246 aluminium bungalows at Rivacre 
Valley site. 

Felling (Durham). site of over 500 acres 


to 5 used by Felling (Dur- 
Architect is D. W. 


east of Wardley is 
ham) U.D.C. fer housing. 
Green. 
Garstang.—R.D.C. 
with erection of 3 houses 
Hebden Royd.—U.D.C. 
flats and bungalows for 
Estate. 
Hindiey.—U.D.C. 


seek permission to proceed 
at Kepple-la. 

seek approval for 24 
aged at Bankstield 
of £21,532 for 26 


seek loan 


bungalows on Durham-rd. ‘site. 
Houghton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. is to ask for 
sanction to build 134 prefabr icated houses at 
£167,131. Surveyor, V. VJ. Hunter, Council 
Offices, Houghton-le-Spring, Co. Durham. 


Kidsgrove.—U.D.C. 16 additional 


houses at Galley 


propose 
Bank estate. 





n 


Knutsford.—U.D.C. propose 14 houses at 
Thorneyholme Estate. 

Leeds.—T.C. propose extensions to Moorfie!d 
House and Oakwood Hall. Plans by City A., 
t. A. H. Livett. 

Leigh.—T.C. are considering adapting disused 
hospital adjacent to Atherleigh Grange as 
hostel. 


Macclesfield.—R.D.C. to invite tenders shortly 
for 9 houses at But:ey-la., Prestbury. | 
Manchester.—T.C. propose branch library at 


Wythenshawe Estate at £12,000; temporary 
classrooms at Bis shop Bilsborrow ‘R.C. School, 
Princess-rd., Moss Side; extensions to Open- 























a 





shaw Technical Se hool; ; dining-room and 
kitchen for 50 meals at St. Cuthberts R.C. 
School, Heyscroft-rd., Withington; conversion 
of 1%, Lapwing-la., West Didsbury, into hostel 
for girls; denta: clinic at Nuthurst-rd., New 
Moston; public conveniences at Lloyd-rd. and 
Kirk-rd., Levenshuime; 22 aged persons’ dwel- 
lings at Torento-gdns., Baguley; 40 “ Orlit 
houses, 183 houses and 34 cottage flats at 
Northern Etchells. L. C. Howitt, Town Hall, 
Manchester, City - 
Manchester.—egional Hospital Board ap- 
proved :—Conversion of isolation hospital inio 
maternity home at Bull Hil! at £15,894; adapta- 
tion of “The Mount,” adjoining Victoria Hos- 
pital, Accrington, as nurses’ hostel, at £8,150, 
Pa a AE Shea ; 
For y 
pga tea ames te} 
4 
SANITARY 
etc. 
j 
" y —. j 
EU e | 
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for Blackburn and District Management Comm. 
extensions and internal a:terations at Bank Hal] 
Maternity Hosiel at £31,142 for Burnley and 
District Management Comm., also new ophthal- 
mic operating suite at Victoria Hospi tal, Burn- 
ley, at £6,000; accident and consultation block 
at Leigh Infirmary at £36,115 for Wigan and 
Leigh Management Comm.; conversion of A5/b 
wards as pathological laboratory at £26,000, 
and modernisation of wards G3, G4 and G6 at 
£9,870 at Crumpsa:l Hospital for North Man- 
Management Comm.; adaptations and 
erection of verandah at ward R2 at Lancaster 
Moor Hospital at £12,550. 
Margate.—80 flats for old people are 
bui-t c T.C. in High-st. area. 
Margate.—Klinger Manufacturing Co. 
factory at £150,000. 
Menai Bridge.—U.1).C 
etc., for 10/12 houses. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


chester 


to be 
to build 


have prepared ptans, 
4 kitchen/dining-room is 
to be built by E.C. at Todd’s Nook scho 

The plan is included in next year’s bnilding 
programme. Improvements are to be made to 


amenities at Rutherford high schoo!.—Thomas 
Barrett, Sons & Partners, Pall Mal, London 
have been appointed quantity surveyors fo 


school in place of J. W. Summers 


Hilton prim. } 
Newcast! Negotiations are being 


& Partners, 


opened for land cea of Condercum-rd. for pro- 
posed Oakfield-gdns. prim. school.—Three 
schools to be bui't by E.C. next year wil be 
of “ Orlit ’ construction. They are the Montagn 
prim., Benton Park-rd. prim. and the Ravens 
wood-rd. prim. school. Private archilects ar 
to be appointed for the work.—E.C. is plannii 


secondary schools in Silyer Lonnen ‘and Kenton. 
Fawdon districts. 

Ne2weastle-on-Tyne.—C.C. received sanction to 
borrow £10,846 for 12 old people’s houses at 
Marlow-pl., Longbenton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—A‘terations and improve- 
ments are to be made to premises of J. A. Smith 
& Co., 3-4, Newgate-st. Architects, New- 
combe & Newcombe, Eldon-sq., Newcastle. 

Meneentnr te, Cone erent & Tweedy, 3 
Blackett-st., Newcastie, have prepared revise 
plans for alterations in Grai nger-st. for John 
Moses, Ltd. Revised plans for lounge and 
servery at Oxford Ga!leries, New Bridge-st., 
have been prepared by Morton A. MacKenzie 
1, Eldon-sq., Newcastle. Scherrer & Hicks, 19, 


Harcourt House, 19, Cavendish-sq., London 
W.1. have been appointed architects by New- 
cas stle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital Board for a 


for building a _ pathologic: 
blood transfusion centre at New- 


Large . heme 
institute and 


castle General Hospita!. 

Northamptonshire.—C.C. to acquire “ Higi 
field House.’ Welford-rd., for adaptation as 
children’s homes at £6,000. Connty A., J 
Perkins, F.R.I.B.A. 

Oldham.—B.C. seek loan of £42,475 for 2 
houses at Limeside. 

Orrell. U.D.C. received M.O.H. approval for 
38 houses at Moor-rd. estate; to prepare plans 


for 24 bungalows on this estate. Surveyor, F. 
Butterfield. 

Padiham.—U.D.C. to invite tenders for 54 non 
traditional houses at Slade-la. Estate. 

Parbold.— British Legion to prepare plans for 
new headquarters. 

Radcliffe.—B.C. approved plans for: First-floor 
additions to offices at Bradley Fold for Dobson 


& Bar’ow. Ltd. B.C. propose block of maison- 
ettes at Ontwood site. 

Ripiey.—U.D.C. approved layout for further 
2) houses at Elms estate. 

Salop.—C.C. propose new divisional headquar- 
ters for police at Wellington at £25,000 and new 
H.Q. at Oswestry at £25,000 (ineInded in 1950 
programme). County A., A. G. Chant, 5, Bel- 
mont, Shrewsbury. 

Salop.—C.C. plans for new schools at Monk- 
moor and Copthorne, Shrewsbury, Madeley 


Wood. and extensions to 
have been prepared by County 
Belmont. Shrewsbury. 
seek ‘oan for 200 houses 
at Eastfield, Seamer: are considering erection 
of a new eafé at Alexandra-gdns, and hooking- 
office and cloakrooms at the F’oral Hall. 
Southport.—Pians are in hand for residential 
nursery school to replace Sunshine Home for 
Blind Babies at £50,000. 


Wrockwardine 
Haughton Hall. 
.. A. G. Chant. 5. 
~ $carborough.- T.. 


Stockport.—B.C. approved erection of 128 
houses at Houldsworth Estate. Boro’ F 
W. F. Gardner. ES 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. to proceed  wiilt 


at Rossworth to plans by 
Stockton-on-Tees. 


50 houses 
The Square 


erection of 


Boro’ A. 








28, 
contrac q 
Stourbridge. T.C. considering erection oi 
community centres at Norton and Wol-aston 


have sold site at Rufford Estate to Wores Union 
of Congregationa! Churches for erection of 
community centre. 

Sundertand.—T.C. received sanction to borrow 
£5.850 for houses at the proposed county prim, 
schoo's at Springwell Farm Thorney-cl. and 
Hill View; and £32.700 for 238 houses on 
Pennywell estate.—G. T. Brown & Sons, sy pain 


st.. Sunderland, are architects for first-aid room 
and wash-rooms in Fulwell-rd., and a‘so for 
four houses in Glenesk-rd.—Boro’ A. has pre- 
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pared plans for a community centre in Clhapman- 
st. for E.C.—Plans have been approved tor 
Methodist schoo! rooms at Thorney-¢l. The 
solicitors for the promoters are Crute & Sons, 
27, John-st., Sunderdand.—Sunderland Equitable 
Industrial Society, Ltd., Green-st., Sunder.and, 
are planning erection of shop premises at junc- 
tion of Ryhope-rd. and Regent-ter. 

Tyne Dock.—Tyne Improvement Commission 
is to carry out a reconstruction scheme at their 
engineering yard at est. cost of several 
thousands of pounds. ‘The scheme involves 
extensions to present workshops and erection 
of new shops. Plans by the engineer, R. B. 
Porter, Tyne Improvement Commission Offices, 
Bewick-st., Newcastle. 

Wallasey.—B.C. approved in princip'e con- 
struction of swimming bath at Seacombe and 
public baths at Moreton. 

Wallsend.—Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richard- 
son, Ltd., shipiuicders, are to build new draw- 
ing offices. Genera! manager, N. M. Hunter. 

Warrington. —B.C. approved alterations at 
49. Sankey-st. for Broadbent & Ainsworth. 

Warwick. —R.D.C. propose further 8 houses at 
Stoneleigh estate. 

Washington.—U.D.C. have received approval to 
rebuild their counci: offices and chamber at 
£15,000. Surveyor. N. Harrison, Council Offices, 
Washington, Co. Durham. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. propose 262 houses 
as next phase of development of Sct Hal! 
estate. 

West Bromwich. paaene C. propose new offices i 
corporation officials Plans by H. Schofielc 
Boro’ E. 

West Riding.—C.C. have prepared final plans 
for a county primary school at Weston-la., 
Otley. 

Wigan. —Hospita! Comm. propose extensions 
and alterations at Infirmary at £150,000. T.C. 
seek loan of £39,912 for 8 shops and 24 flats at 
junction of Ridyard-st. and Logwood-ave., 
Pemberton. : 

Wolverhampton.— Extensions 
Manor Ironworks, Ettingshall. 
der, Twentyman & Percy, Waterloo-rd., 
hampton. 

Worcs.—C.C. propose erection of offices at St. 
John’s-rd., Stourbridge : tech. college at Oldbury 
at £120,000. County A., H. C. Lomas, Shire Hall, 
Worcester. 


proposed to 
Plans by Laven- 
Wolver- 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes accepted subject to mouification. 
© Denotes accepled by Government 

Departments. 

Birmingham.—136 houses at Sheldon, for T.C 
Smiths Bldg. Systems, Ltd., Wednesbury. 

Bradford.—Alterations and additions at 50-52 
Darley-st., for T.C.: *T. Feather & Co. (Br: ad: 
ford), Ltd., £10,039. 

Cheshire.—12 cotiages, pump-house and_ser- 
vice road at Wrenbury Hall, for C.C.: *J. & 
F. T. McEllin, Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent, £24,173. 

Chester.— Brick administrative building. 
boiler-house, cold frames, etc., at Westminster 
Park Nursery, contract No. 2. ‘for T.C. City F. 
& S., Municipal Offices. *J. Roddy, St. Mark’s- 
rd., Chester, £4,061. 

Chorley R.D.C.—(1) 12 houses 7. Eccleston ; 
(2) 12 at Hoghton; (3) 4 at Ulnes Walton. W. 
Groves, 8., Council Offices. (Eccleston) *A. M. 
Tomlinson & Sons,’ Chuirch-rd., Leyland, 
£15,689; (Hoghton) *J. C. Edge & Sons. 
Preston, £15,890; (Ulnes Walton) *Marland 
Bros., Ltd., Eden-st., Leyland, £5,279. (Subject 
to Rs ‘0.H. ‘approval. j 

ventry.—Four houses at Staverton-rd., for 

R. roe *Adkins & Cooper, Staverton, £5 722. 

Durham.—Central kitchen at Black hil for 
County E.C. County A., G. R. Clayton (F.). 
Court-la., Durham: *L. :Ather, Gateshead, £8,620 
(less £800 for hutting supplied by Ministry). 

Durham.—Centrai kijchen at Evenwood, fi 
C.C.: *G. M. Pearson & Son, Ltd.. Hetton-le- 
Hole, £7.618. 

_East Elloe.—s8 houses at 53 sites, for R.D.C. 
kK. Atkinson (L.), Mattimore House, Holbeach. 
20 houses, East Eiloe-ave., Holbeach, *John 
Campion & Son, Ltd.. Station-st.. Holbeach; 12 
houses, Daniel’s Gate, Long Sutton, *John 
Campion & Son, Ltd.; 26 houses, Allenby’s 
Chase, Sution Bridge, *Walter Lawrence & 
Son, Ltd., Swaffham, Norfolk. All tenders 
accepted subject to M.O.H. approval. 

Farringdon-st. (London).—New 4.Q. for 
Associated Press. Architect, Eric H. Davie, 
A.R.I.B.A., 77, Grosvenor-st., W.1. *James 
Crosby & Sons, Ltd., Hanworth-la., Chertsey. 

Glasgow.—Annexe at Kemparthorn- rd. to the 
public school. Mr. John MacNab. 129, Bath-st.. 
Glasgow, W.C.2, architect. *James Laidlaw & 
Sons, Ltd.. Bridgeton, Glasgow, £18,185. 

Glasgow.—Piimary school ai Balornock site 
at Avredyce-rd. Mr. John MacNab, architect. 
129. Bath-st. Glasgow, W.C.2. Underbuilding 
works: *Gilbert; Ash, Itd.. £9,442. Supersirue- 
ture works: *The Bristol Aeroplane Co. 
(Housing), Ltd., £11,940. 

Gt. Yarmouth.—20 memorial homes for old 
people at Bulman’s Nursery site, Northgate- 
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st.. for C.B. W. W. Atkinson, O.B.E. (A.), 4, 
Raymond-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. Quanti- 
ties by Davis, — & Everest, 16, All Saints’ 
ureen, Noywich :- 

L. & W. White head, Ltd., 

rd., London, S.W. ; 
F big Hipperson & Son, Lid., 6, Broad- 

Place, London, E.( 24,192 

E. pte & Son Lid., Lichfie ld Works. 

Great Yarmouth 

R. H. Carter & Son, Ltd., 

Great Yarmouth ; oss eine 
J. Cooper, Pana, Burgh-rd., Gorleston 21,77¢ 
4. Blake, 49, Olive-rd., Great Yarmouth 21 
H. A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., South Ice 

house Hill, Gorleston : se 21,171 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich ... 20,884 
Guildford.—Houses at Bellfields and South- 
way, Park Barn, and four shops and flats at 
Southway, Park war for T.C. G. H. Causey. 
A.M.LC.E B.E. Ss Quantities by 
AR. LC. S.: *W. H. Gaze & Son 
(62 houses), High-st. Kingston-on-Thames, 
£85,579; *G. T. Crouch, Ltd. (24 houses) 
Thames-st. Kingston-on-Thames £32,711 : 
V. W. Miller & Co. (48 houses), 52, Canbury- 
passage, Kingston-on-Thames, £65,542 ; *W. W. 
Harvis (six houses), 141, Woodham-la., We) 
bridge, £8,253; *Styles (Contractors). Ltd. (24 
houses), 9, Queen’s-rd.. Wimbledon, S.W.19. 
£32,707; *Styles (Contractors), Ltd. (four sheps 
and flats), 9, Queen’s-rd., Wimbledon, 8.W.19, 

,529. 


169, Clapham- 


Anson-rd . 


F. W. Norris, 


Haltwhistle.—44 houses at Redburn, for 
t.D.C.: *Barwick Bros., Gilsland, Carlisle. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—36 houses on the Campbell 
Park No. 2 site, for U.D.C. Architects, Page, 


Son & Hill, 75, King-st.. South Shields: *Direct 
Labour (approved by M.H.). 
Hebburn-on-Tyne.— Factory addition, Hedge- 


ley-rd., for Wailes Dove Bitumastic Co., Ltd., 

Brims & Co., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Hendon.—76 flats at Edgeworth-cl.. Malcolin- 
cres. and Talbot-cres., for B.C. *Roger Mal- 
colm, Lid., Church-la., Kingsbury, N.W.9., 
£84 862. 

Heston and Isleworth?50 -houses and four 
flats on Section ‘‘ B,’ Hounslow West Housing 
estate. for B.C.: *Laneaster Contractors (Lon- 
don), Ltd., £72,529 (subject to M.H. approval). 

H .—52 Airey houses at Manor Fields, 
tur U.D.C.: *J. Brooke & Sons, Ltd., 264, Man- 
chester-rd., Huddersfield, £68,339. 

Kidsgrove.— 88 houses at Crown Bank estaie. 
for U.D.C.: * Dayson, Wolstanton, £113,678. 

Kirkcaldy.—Work in various trades for erec- 
tion of Church Hall, Hayfield. Geo. B. Deas 
(L.), architect. Quantities by James Gentles 
& Son. Brick, James Miller & Partners, Edin- 
burgh, £7,023; joiner, James Miller & Partners, 
Edinburgh, £1, 968; plumber, A. Melville, Kirk- 
caldy, £609; plaster, James Miller & Partners, 
Edinburgh, £510; roof tiler and rougheust. 
Young & Napier, Kirkcaldy, £566; glazier, 
James Thow, Ltd., Ayr, £52. 

Le ——12 aged persons’ dwellings ai 
Arundel-cl., for T.C. C. & A. Catehpole. Ltd. 
£10,600. 








ARCHITECTS and BUILDERS 
always specify 


AYGEE 


LEADED GLAZING 


because of 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 

2. SPEEDY DELIVERY 
3. SERVICE 

4. They’re products of 
England’sLargestGlazing 


Contractors 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., 
LONDON, S.E.! 
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London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value ol! 
£500 or over for the week ended November 26. 
Hieating and hot water installation: F. G. 
skerritt, Ltd., Notjingham; McClary Pipeless 
Central Heating, London, W.7. Painting work 

. Ross & Co., Westgate-on-Sea. General 
maintenance work: R. S. Marriot, Hednesford. 
staffs; Sawdon & Simpson, Ltd., Acomb, York ; 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd.. Diss, Norfolk; G. A. 
Kenny & Sons, Ltd., Ipswich; F. Shepherd «& 
Sous, Ltd., York ; R. Blackett & Son, Ltd., 
Darlington; A, Richmond & Sons, Rettfora 
Notts. Building work: Dudley Boswell & (« 
Ltd., Ma ee ay Galbraith Bros., Ltd 
London, W.C.1; J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders 
Ltd... M: davuan ul; Fred Pearson & Co., Ltéd.. 
Doncaster; F. Hossack & Son, Sleaford, Lines ; 
F. B. Thackri iy & Co., Lid., Huntingdon; W. 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., London, E.C.4; G. & J. 
Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, Bolton, Lanes: 
Parker & Calvert, Lid., Heywood, Lancs; W. « 
\. Collison, Banbury, Oxon. 

filLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended November 19:— 

London: M.N.1., Euston-sq., London, N.W.1, 
\lterations and = redecor ations, lloiloway Broe 
London), Ltd., 197. Millhank, Westminster 
S.W.l. Angus: Inverkeiller School Erection of 
temporary classrooms, Purvis Industries, Ltd.. 
Cobden-st., Montrose. Cheshire: Alderby Edge, 
Erection of telephone exchange, W. Fearnley 
Consiance ~Wks., Eccles New- rd. Salford 5 
Durham: Horden, Erection of U.A.X., Geo. 
McCall. Kirkside, New Herrington, _— 
delphia, Co. Durham. Hampshire : $.R.I 
Somerford, Christchurch, Alterations to Mt 





Block, A. S. Prince & (Co., ‘Ltd., 1,079 
Christehurch-rd., Bournemouth, Herts 
M/Labour, London Colney, Internal painting. 


C. & SS. Dumpleton, Ltd., 29, Culver-st 
st. Albans. Lancashire Urmston, Erection 
of telephone exchange extension, ‘P. Hamer, 
Ad., Park-st.. Swinton, Manchester. Middle 


sex: Tlayes, Reinstatement of factory building, 
Leightons (Contractors), ‘Ltd., 10, Chando 
W.1; R.O.F., Hayes, External painting, A. Bag- 
nat & Son. Ltd., 141, Uvbridge-rd., W212. 
Surrey : County Secondary School, Bletchingle,. 
Erection of two temporary school buildings, 
Hawe & White. Lid., 35, Manor-rd., Wallington 
Sussex: 7a, Middle-st.. Brighton, Adaptations 
and repairs to form N.A.B offices, W. A. James 
& Sons, Ltd, 121, Wavelock-rd., Brighton. 
Warwickshire: P.O. factory, Fordrough- la., 
Birmingham, Internal painting and cleaning. 
G. HM. L. (Painters), Ltd.. Decors Works, Wol- 
verhampton-st., Dudley. Yorks: Skipton, BErec- 
tion of telephone exchange. Holl: ind & Hanne 
and Cubitts.. Ltd., St. Mary’s-rd., Garston. 
Liverpool. 


§london (War 
piners by War Dept., 








Dept.).—Works contracis 
for week ended November 

ee: Building work, A. J. Arnold, Lid. 
Westeliffe-on-Sea. Surrey: Miscellaneous work 

WW. G. Sheppard (Builders), Ltd., Guildford. 
Hampshire: Building work, E. J. Logan, Put 
ney. Gloucestershire : Miscellaneous work, Hads- 
phaltie Construction Co., Ltd., Cheltenham. 

Manchester.—Conversion of premises at Cor- 
poration-st. into Savings Bank, for Manchester 
and Salford Trustees Savings Bank: *T. Scott 
& Co., 12, Atherton-st., Manchesier 3. 

Margate.—T wo houses at Garlinge: *H. J. D. 
Fuller, St. Helen’s Royal Esplanade, Margate. 
£2.765 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —20 houses on the Blake 
‘aw Housing site, for C.C. George Kenyon, City 
Architect, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *R. 
Sunmmerbell & Son, Lid., Rutland-st.. Tyne 
Dock, South Shields. 

Northallerton.— Erection of physiotherapy de- 
partment at Friarage Hospital, Northallerton. 
for Neweastle-on-Tyne egional Hospital 

soard: *J. O'Malley, Northallerton. 

Nottinghanm.—40 houses at Bilbor ough, for 
T.C.: *Hutchinson a Rosiance, Ltd., 2, King’s 
Meadow-rd,, £50,072 

Peterhead.—18 houses at Blackhonse, for T.C. 
R. D. Cruickshank, Burgh A., 60, Broad-st. *R. 
Bain & Sons, Builders, Old Deer; *Bruce & 
Cowe. Joiners, Peterhead; *Milne, Geddes « 
Ruddach, Plumbers, Peterhead; *Wm. L. Weii, 
Plasterer, Peterhead; *3. Greig, Slater, Peter- 
head; *Roy Cooper, Painter and Glazier, Peter- 
head; *Geo. Angus, Electrician, Aberdeen. 

Ramsgate.— Houses and flais for T.C. W. W. 
Garwood (A.),  Municipal-bldgs., _Albion-pl.. 
Ramsgate. Houses, six pairs each: *David 
Dorman & Co., Ltd.. Radstock, Grange-rd., 
Ramsgate, £15,384; *Grummant’ | Bros.. 100. 
Grange-rd., Ramsgate, £15,384; *H. Newby & 
Sons, Ltd., 15, Arklow-sq., Ramsgate, £15,384. 
Five pairs each: *S. C. Ward. Ltd., 283. Mar 
wate-rd... Ramsgate, £12,820; *D. C. Heard & 
Co., Ltd... 158a. Southwood-rd.. Ramsgate. 
£12.820: *K. W. Martin & Son, Ltd., Victoria- 
rd, Works, Ramsgate, £12 820. Four pairs each: 
*Home Bros.. 19, St. Mildred’s-rd., Ramsgate, 
£10256: *W. W. Martin, Hospital Site, Rams. 
gate, £10,256; *J. Moody, 24, St. Luke’s-av., 
Ramsgate, £10,256: *Tyler (Contractors), Lid.. 
Bristol-pl.. Ramsgate, £10,256. Two pairs: 
*S. W. Bushell, 66a, Queen-st.. Ramsgate. £5,128, 
One pair: *H. Ratcliff, 17, Vicarage-st:, St, 
Peters, Broadstairs, £2,564. Flats, four blocks: , 
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*John B. Sharman, Grange- rd. 
£13.864; three bloc 
Packers-la., Ra msgate, 


130, 


£10, 398 














UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 





i are now members of the 


FEDERATION | ; 
OF MASTER |: 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 











ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





"Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 
The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


Ramsgaic, 
Attwood & Co., 


THE BUILDER 


_ Richmond A aa -22 houses at Catterick 
illage, for R.D.C.: *Shepherd & Sons, York. 
‘Shepicn seaiiat Six houses at Stevens-cl., 
Ridgway, for U. “D. C. G. F. Hawkins, '§&., 
Market- -pl. _ Quantities by Venning & Hepe, 


Tau. oi. . W. M. Moon, Timsbury, near 
Bath. £6, aie 

Shropshire. -Junior Schoo] at Albrighton, for 
E.C. Jackson & Edmonds (FE. a > ew-st. 
Birmingham, 2. 8S. Willis, A.M.I.C.E. 
Green & Bird, Ltd., Hednesford . £88.53 
Jenks Builders. Ltd. Wolverhampton ... 87,079 
‘Alexander Mason, Wolverhamp.on .., 82.741 
A. F. R. Godfrey & Co. Wolverhampton 82,16' 
Mckeand Smith & Co., Ltd., Welver- 

hampton we . 81,691 
Joln F, Hughes, Lid., Wolverhampton 80.888 
Hogarth Bros., Albrighton 78,405 
F. M. Healey, Ltd,, Wolverhampton 77,237 


E. Millard & Co., Ltd., 
Birmingham Rae 

Baker Bros. (Builders). Ltd., Dudley 76,800 
*John McLean (Builders), Wolverhamp- 

ton 75,937 

South Shields.—104 houses at Highfield-1 yg and 
3amburgh-ave., for T.C. Reid, Bs rods 
B.E. *G. Bailey, Ltd., 19, King 
Shields, Co. Durham, £106,406. 
Swadlincote.—57 houses at Midway estate, for 
U. D.C. J. W. May. A.M.I.Mun.k., E. s 
* Permanent Houses (Burton), Ltd., 
Burton-on-Trent 

Wakefield.—Two blocks of shops and flats at 
Flanshaw estate: *Direct Labour, £23,000 

West Houghton.—40 houses, for 
*Vessey Bros (Contractors), Ltd... St. 
rd.. Marple, Cheshire. 
Worcester.—Ereciion of first section of Brick- 
fields primary school, for T.C. Willis, Llewellyn 
Smith & Waters (F.) architects, Old ‘Brompton- 
rd., South Kensington, S.W.7. Quantities by 
ba atkins & Decker, 13, Gray’s Inn-sq., London, 


Wheeler & Mansell, Ltd., ... £70,778 


Langley, nr. 


Soutit 


18, aed st 


U.D.C. : 
Martin’s- 


Evesham 











SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 


























Scenes 


BROAD-ACHESON 


VIBRATED CELLULAR BLOCKS 


INCREASE thermal insulation 
REDUCE building costs 
for cavity and partition walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 909! 





December 2 1949 


Ltd., St. James’ House, 
G. Harrison rs Sons, Lid., Droitwich 67,01 
Tersons, Lid., 1, Seward-st., E.C.1 


Leslie & Co.., 
W.8 


Ashmores (Glos), Ltd., Gloucester 
C. C. Lampitt, Malvern Link 
Thos. Lowe & Sons, Ltd.. Burton-on- 
Trent . ‘ - .. 63,348 
Spicers (Builders), Lid., Ombersley-rd.. 
Worcester iy mi . 60.474 
‘Thos. Broad, Ltd., Graham Works, 
Great Malvern : me , 57.993 
Worcs.—Conversion + of Hillcairnie Hotel, 
Droitwich, into flats, for C.C.: *George Bourne 


Ltd., Droitwich. 


t*Wores.—Infants’ schoo] and dining block at 


fhe Broadway, Norton, Stourbridge, for C.C 
Jackson & Edmonds (FF. ). 65, New-st., Bir. 
mingham, 2. S. Willis, A.M.I.C.E. Quantities 
by Robottom & Berry. 

Meredith & Hingley, Lid., Cradley £69,197 
B. & W. Builders, Ltd., Stourbridge €8.12 
A. H. Guest, Ltd.. Stourbridge... .. 66.889 
Joseph Webb, Ltd.. Cosel ley ... 66.810 
T. W. Edwards & Sons, -Audnam, Stour- 


bridge... : ..- 66.597 
H. Dare & Sons, Birmingham 66,184 
“William Cooper & Son, Ltd., B) es kheath 66.034 





a N 
te ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING -~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON. ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
j, Peer CRADLES y 

















WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 








Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle san 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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GALBRAITH 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1l 


IERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


AMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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